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1.1 Promoter, character and objective 
of the competition

The City of Helsinki is arranging an open international 

architectural competition for the design of a Central 

Library.

In terms of both the cityscape and its symbolic signi-

ficance, the Central Library will be located in the very 

centre of Helsinki, the Töölönlahti (“Töölö Bay”) area. 

The new building will form a cohesive totality with 

the Finnish Parliament building, Helsinki Music Centre, 

Finlandia Hall, Sanoma House and Kiasma Museum of 

Contemporary Art.

The Central Library will be a combination of personal 

cultivation, culture and entertainment. It will be a 

vibrant and functionally versatile meeting place, a 

house of literature in which the users are the focus. 

The library will be at the forefront of the renewal of the 

city’s library services and the “Heart of the Metropolis: 

the Heart of Helsinki”.

The new Central Library will be much more than a 

traditional library. It will be a dynamic entity comprised 

of the physical spaces themselves as well as technology, 

library collections, staff, cooperation partners and 

clients. Of central importance is the benefit gained 

from new technologies in cooperation with clients and 

cooperation partners. The Central Library will be not 

only a physical space but also a new kind of digital 

library serving its clients in the library space itself as 

well as via the internet, ubiquitously spreading out 

into its surroundings. The new technology makes the 

contents of the internet visible also within the library 

spaces, integrated with the traditional library collec-

tions. 

The competition looks for a design solution for the 

Central Library building that:

•	 responds to the challenges set by the cityscape-

wise unique location, and adjusts to the urban 

fabric and blocks of Töölönlahti

•	 is high quality and timeless architecture.

•	 forms a symbolic and significant building that 

resonates with society as a whole and expresses 

the operational concepts of the building in an 

intriguing way 

•	 offers a functionally high-quality and technically 

and spatially flexible framework for cutting-edge 

and adaptable library operations.

•	 is eco-efficient

•	 is technically and economically feasible

The purpose of the competition is to act as a selection 

procedure in the procurement of a designer for the 

building (architectural design and expert in energy 

technology).

1.2 Competition format

The competition is being arranged as an open 

two-stage international architectural competition (see 

section 1.3). Those persons interested in participating 

should register on the registration form via the compe-

tition webpage: competition.keskustakirjasto.fi.

From the entries submitted in Stage 1 the jury will 

select 6-8 entries that they have judged the best for 

further development in Stage 2 (see section 1.4).

If Stage 1 produces a proposal that stands out clearly 

as the best one amongst all the entries such that it 

1 Competition General Information
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would not be appropriate to arrange Stage 2, the jury 

can decide that Stage 2 will not be held (see section 

1.7).

1.3 Eligibility

Eligibility to participate in the competition shall be 

granted to all design teams that fulfil the qualification 

requirements.

In Stage 1 of the competition the design team shall 

comprise of at least the following members:

•	 A person who has the right to practice as an 

architect in the country where he or she qualified 

or in the country where he or she practices the 

profession 

•	 An expert in energy technology 

The teams selected to participate in Stage 2 of the 

competition shall additionally include:

•	 An architect with experience in the implemen-

tation of a building project

•	 A structural engineer

•	 A local contact person (an architect familiar with 

Finnish law, regulations, directives and standards 

as well conditions)

If it is decided that Stage 2 of the competition will not 

be held, the qualifications applying to those selected 

to participate in Stage 2 shall then apply to the design 

team who receive the commission, but without the 

requirement concerning a structural engineer.

See the guidelines for enlisting as well as 
more detailed qualification requirements 
concerning eligibility on the competition 
webpage: competition.keskustakirjasto.fi

1.4 Assessing the competition entries 

The assessment criteria for the competition entries for 

both Stage 1 and 2 are presented below in section 4. 

The assessment is carried out by a jury comprised of 

the following persons:

City of Helsinki representatives:

•	 Tuula Haatainen, MPS, Deputy mayor (Chairperson) 

•	 Maija Berndtson, MA, Library director, Helsinki City 

Library

•	 Tuomas Rajajärvi, Architect, Head of Helsinki City 

Planning Department

•	 Irmeli Grundström, Architect, Project head, City of 

Helsinki Real Estate Department

•	 Jarek Kurnitski, D.Sc., Senior Lead, Energy 

Programme, Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra

•	 Tuuli Mattelmäki, PhD., Senior researcher, 

Industrial design, Aalto University 

•	 Mauri Ylä-Kotola, PhD., Rector/Professor University 

of Lapland

 

Ministry of Education and Culture representative:

•	 Riitta Kaivosoja, LLM, Director General

Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA) nominated 

representatives:

•	 Vesa Oiva, Architect SAFA

•	 Käpy Paavilainen, Architect SAFA

Half of the members of the jury are professional 

members (a person who has the same or equivalent 

professional qualifications as is required from those 

participating in the competition). If the jury cannot 

reach a unanimous agreement, the competition 

results will be decided by voting. Each jury member 

will then have one vote and if the votes are tied, 
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the chairman’s vote will decide. According to the 

Association of Finnish Architects (SAFA) competition 

rules, the majority of the votes in the jury should be 

held by professional members, which the present jury 

composition does not follow.

Architect Kjetil T. Thorsen (Director of Snøhetta 

Architects, Norway), as well as library expert Rolf 

Hapel (Director of Citizens’ Services and Libraries, 

City Of Aarhus, Denmark) have been appointed as 

the international experts outside the jury. Additionally 

the jury will ask for opinions of at least a costs expert 

(size and costs comparisons) and if necessary technical 

experts (energy performance and material efficiency, 

technical feasibility, fire performance issues, and 

acoustics). The jury has the right also to use other 

external experts when assessing the proposals. The 

external experts do not participate in the decision 

making.

The jury will appoint a preparatory working group 

comprising both jury members and external experts. 

At the beginning of the assessment of each 

competition stage the competition proposals will 

be put on public display, and at Stage 2 of the 

competition also on the competition website. At least 

during the Stage 2 exhibition, the general public will be 

offered the opportunity to comment on the proposals. 

Public feedback and discussion will be summarised and 

made available to the jury.

The secretariat of the jury comprises Senior planner

Hanna Aaltonen (Helsinki City Library), Head of project

design Kimmo Tähtinen (City of Helsinki Planning

Department), and Project development expert and

Architect Päivi Etelämäki (Pöyry Finland Oy). The

secretaries do not participate in the competition

evaluation.

Päivi Etelämäki (Pöyry Finland Oy) is the competition 

project expert and coordinator in cooperation with the 

promoter.

1.5 Competition rules

The competition follows Finnish law, the present 

competition programme, and the principles of the 

competition rules of both the Finnish Association of 

Architects (SAFA) and the Architects’ Council of Europe 

(ACE). In possible contentious situations, the order of 

applying the rules shall be as follows:   

1. Finnish law

2. The present competition programme

3. SAFA competition rule principles

4. ACE competition rule principles

1.6 Competition language

The competition documentation is available in Finnish 

and English. The Finnish language documentation is 

the original and takes precedence over the English 

translation.

Questions regarding the competition can be submitted 

in either Finnish or English. The competition intro-

duction seminar shall be held in English. Also the 

answers to the questions regarding the competition 

will be given in English (see sections 2.2 and 2.3).



13The Heart of the Metropolis

The documents concerning competition registration 

as well as texts in the competition proposals must be 

written in either Finnish or English. The explanatory 

text must be written at least in English (see section 5).  

1.7 Prizes 

Each design team selected to participate in Stage 2 that 

submits a proposal in accordance with the competition 

programme and the further development guidelines 

approved by the jury will be paid 25.000 €. In addition 

there shall be awarded:  

1st Prize 50.000 € 

2nd Prize 37.500 € 

3rd Prize 25.000 €. 

The prizes (in total 262.500 – 312.500 €) will be 

awarded following the resolution of Stage 2 of the 

competition. 

If the jury decides that Stage 2 of the competition shall 

not be held, the above mentioned 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

prizes (in total 112.500 €) will be awarded following 

the announcement of the results of  Stage 1 of the 

competition.

The jury may unanimously decide to divide the prize 

money differently, as in accordance with the SAFA 

competition rules. Additionally, the jury may, if they so 

wish, award honorary mentions.

The prize money is, on application from SAFA, eligible 

for tax exemption and the money is paid via SAFA.

1.8 Competition schedule

The competition period for Stage 1 is 5.1.2012 – 

16.4.2012. 

The contact person of the design teams selected 

to participate in Stage 2 of the competition will be 

contacted in approximately September 2012. At the 

same time, the design teams will be asked to submit 

complementary documents to demonstrate that the 

eligibility requirements for Stage 2 are fulfilled. 

The jury will announce on the competition website 

the proposals selected to participate in Stage 2 as 

well as the further planning guidelines for them in 

approximately September/October 2012.

Immediately after this begins the 3-4 month period 

of Stage 2 of the competition for those selected to 

participate.

The jury aims to resolve Stage 2 of the competition by 

spring 2013, so that the competition results can be 

announced in June 2013. 
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2.1 Competition documentation 

The documentation comprises the present competition 

programme plus the following appendices: 

Material concerning the building location

THE PRESENT SITUATION:

1. Base map on which the borders of the competition 

area are marked

2. Aerial views and photos of the existing buildings in 

the area

3. Excerpts of drawings of the existing neighbouring 

buildings 

EXISTING PLANNING SITUATION:

4. Excerpts from the detailed town plans for the area 

together with their regulations, as well as plan 

illustrations

5. Conceptual illustration of the urban structure, 

1:2000 pdf, dwg (Note: On 1.2.2012 this will be 

replaced with an updated image of the planning 

situation regarding the adjacent blocks) 

6. Traffic plan

7. Street plans for Töölönlahdenkatu street

8. Planning material for the City Centre Tunnel

9. Plan for the public areas (composite drawing and 

illustrations)

10. Building feasibility 

11. Plans of buildings projected for the immediate 

surroundings

12. Töölönlahti area 3D model, dgn, dwg

13. A freeze picture of the virtual model of the Finlandia 

Park as a basis for the required document 5

14. A virtual model of the Finlandia Park showing the 

location of the library as well as the guidelines for  

the use of the model (See link via the competition 

website)

Material concerning the Central Library

15. Central Library collections and space requirements

16. Central Library operations (photo appendix)

17. Background information on the Central Library 

project:

•	 http://keskustakirjasto.fi/en/project/

documents/ 

•	 The report ”Central Library: The Heart of the 

Metropolis – The Heart of Helsinki” (See link 

via the competition website) 

Material concerning eco-efficiency

18. Technical engineering report template

19. Energy performance

•	 English language summary of the regulations 

of RakMK D3 (2012)

•	 Input data and calculation guidelines for the 

energy calculations

•	 Energy performance data sheet for Stage 2 of 

the competition

20. Indoor environment target levels

21. Calculations guideline for material efficiency and 

data sheet for Stage 2

The competition documents can be downloaded 

from 5.1.2012 onwards at the competition website: 

competition.keskustakirjasto.fi

The competition programme and site base plan are 

freely available to everyone. Downloading the other 

attachments requires a password that will be issued to 

those who have registered to enter the competition 

(for registration guidelines, see: competition.

keskustakirjasto.fi.).

All information related to the competition will be 

placed on the competition website. 

2 Competition Technical Information
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The competition programme and its appendices have 

been checked and approved by the competition 

promoter, the jury and the SAFA competition 

committee.

  

2.2 Competition introductory seminar

A competition introductory seminar (in English), is due 

to be held in the morning of 20.1.2012 where the 

competition task, background and objectives will be 

presented. The seminar will be held in the Töölönlahti 

area. More precise details about the time, place and 

programme will be announced on the competition 

website: competition.keskustakirjasto.fi

During the seminar competitors will have the 

opportunity to put questions to the members of the 

competition jury and experts regarding the competition. 

The competitors will also have the opportunity to 

visit the competition area. A video compilation of the 

seminar presentations and discussion will be placed on 

the competition website.

2.3 Questions concerning the 
competition

Competitors will have the opportunity to put questions 

to the competition jury regarding the competition task 

as well as ask for additional information at the above-

mentioned introductory seminar, and also afterwards 

via the competition website up until 12.3.2012. 

The questions submitted via the competition website 

will be handled anonymously. They will be answered 

in at least two batches, the first batch answering the 

questions that have arrived by 13.2.2012 and the 

second batch questions that have arrived by 12.3.2012. 

The questions and the replies approved by the jury 

will be placed on the competition website as soon as 

possible.

2.4 Publication of the competition 
proposals selected for Stage 2

In connection with the launching of Stage 2 of the 

competition, the pseudonyms of the entries selected 

to participate in Stage 2 along with one external 

perspective of each of the proposals will be published. 

2.5 Resolution of the competition, 
announcement of the results and 
display of competition entries

The aim is to resolve Stage 2 of the competition 

in April/May 2013. The results will be immediately 

conveyed to the authors of the prize-winning entries 

and the other competitors in Stage 2 will be notified 

that the competition has been resolved.

The competition results will be made public at a 

separately held event for this purpose. Additionally, the 

results will be announced at least on the competition 

website, and SAFA website (www.safa.fi). 

At least the competition entries selected for Stage 2 as 

well as the competition jury report will be put on public 

display after the announcement of the competition 

results in a format to be announced separately.
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2.6 Further actions after the 
competition

The jury will make its recommendations for further 

actions based on the results of the competition. The 

intention is that the commission for further design 

work (architectural design and energy-technical 

planning) will be awarded to the authors of the 

winning proposal if the City of Helsinki makes the 

necessary decisions concerning the further planning 

and implementation of the project. 

The commission will then be undertaken on the basis of 

Section 27 Paragraph 7 (Direct Award of Contracts) of 

the Act on Public Contracts. The decision regarding the 

design commission and content of the work is made 

by the City of Helsinki. The fee for the commission will 

follow the general level of fees of reference targets 

of the City of Helsinki Real Estate Department. In the 

further planning the project language will be primarily 

Finnish.

The objective is that the Central Library will become a 

celebratory project marking the centenary anniversary 

of Finnish independence. The completion of the 

building for the anniversary in 2017 requires that the 

further planning is initiated as soon as possible after 

the competition results have been announced.    

 

2.7 Insurance of the competition 
entries 

The competition promoter does not insure the compe-

tition proposals.

2.8 Returning the competition entries

The competition entries will not be returned. The 

entries that have not been selected for Stage 2 can 

be fetched personally from the competition promoter 

within 2 weeks after the announcement of the 

competition results, which is estimated to be in July/

August 2013. The precise date and instructions 

for fetching the material will be announced on the 

competition website well in advance of the date in 

question.

 

2.9 Copyright of the competition 
entries and publication rights  

The City of Helsinki retains the right to use and 

publish the themes and material of the competition 

entries selected for Stage 2 in accordance with Finnish 

copyright law.

The designers that have received the possible design 

commission will retain the right to use themes and 

ideas from other proposals selected for Stage 2 in 

accordance with Finnish copyright law. The copyright 

of the designs will remain with the authors of the 

proposals.

The City of Helsinki and the Finnish Association 

of Architects (SAFA) retain the right to publish 

the competition proposals selected for Stage 2. In 

connection with the publication of the material (after 

the announcement of the results), the main author/s of 

the proposals in question will always be mentioned by 

name.
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3 The competition task   
      and design 
              guidelines 
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3.1 Competition background

The need for a new library in the centre of Helsinki 

became topical already in the 1990s in connection with 

the development of the Kamppi-Töölönlahti area. In the 

public debate the widespread view among the general 

public was that there was lacking a library suited to the 

scale of the city centre, a meaningful place for Finnish 

reading culture and literature.

The need for a Central Library is based on the one 

hand on the strategic principles of developing the well-

being of the citizens, urban fabric and competitiveness, 

and on the other hand on the changes that have taken 

place within the field of library operations. The new 

Central Library supports the objectives set out in the 

city’s strategy programme. It enforces learning, skills, 

personal cultivation and culture as a basis for welfare 

and competitiveness. Additionally it enforces user-

centred innovative environments and services together 

with enterprises and users using the participatory 

product development model, the so-called “Living Lab” 

operational model. The Central Library adds to and 

diversifies the vitality of the Helsinki city centre and also 

enlivens and diversifies the new urban environment 

created in the Töölönlahti area.

In 2006 the Mayor of Helsinki set up a “Central 

Library working group” to investigate the feasibility 

of a cultural centre that would be structured around 

a library and the latest IT and media services and 

would highlight Finnish top expertise. The working 

group submitted in 2007 an intermediary report that 

discussed the alternatives regarding location, financing 

and cooperation partners, and also proposed a more 

in-depth study regarding the ideas for the “Central 

Library−Cultural House Concept”. Mikko Leisti, who 

had been appointed the rapporteur in the project, 

suggested in the report published in 2008 called 

“Central Library: The Heart of the Metropolis – The 

Heart of Helsinki”, a new kind of “meeting place 

for information, skills and stories” generated by the 

library and its cooperation partners with a floor area of 

25,000 m2.

The Central Library working group continued to 

promote the project by investigating the building 

boundary conditions and placement alternatives. The 

Töölönlahti city block number 2014 was eventually 

chosen as the location for the new library. A tentative 

project plan was drawn up for the library (29.4.2010), 

in which the extent of the room programme was estab-

lished as 10.000 m2 (room programme area) to fit the 

building rights permitted on the plot.

The Mayor of Helsinki decided, based on the findings 

of the Central Library working group (28.9.2011) that 

an international architectural competition would be 

arranged for the design of the Central Library.

The competition is a part of the World Design Capital 

Helsinki 2012 programme. 

3.2 Operational objectives

3.2.1 The operational criteria of the   
   Helsinki City Library

Library operations are statutory in Finland. According 

to the Library Act, the basic task of the library is 

“to promote equal opportunities among citizens for 

personal cultivation, for literary and cultural pursuits, 

for continuous development of knowledge, personal 

4 The competition task  
    and design guidelines
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skills and civic skills, for internationalisation, and for 

lifelong learning”.

The Helsinki City Library is a public library and part of 

the global network of libraries. The starting points of 

the public library operations have from the beginning 

been the need for freedom and equality of the users, 

openness and self-initiative in the self-development 

of the citizen. The ultimate purpose of the library is to 

support an active citizenship and the skills it requires, 

and to offer people the opportunity to access reliable 

information as well as for recreation. Additionally, 

the ideology of the “public library” has already early 

on included the principle that the library is a versatile 

centre for literature and other fields of the arts.

The values associated with the City Library are client-

orientedness, confidentiality, creativity, pluralism, 

multi-dimensionality, economic efficiency and equality. 

Within these values the spirit of the library legislation 

has to be taken into consideration, as well as the 

right to personal cultivation expressed in the Finnish 

Constitution, according to which public authorities 

must ensure everyone an equal opportunity to further 

themselves according to their abilities and special needs 

beyond basic education and irrespective of a person’s 

financial means. Basic library services are free of charge 

and freely available to everyone. 

In the vision of the City Library, the library is an 

enricher of ideas and thoughts, whereby sharing 

knowledge, skills and stories we together create a new 

civic society. The City Library strives in all its operations 

to express the following characteristics: the library 

is keen, attentive, present, easy-going and knowl-

edgeable. According to the concept guidebook that 

directs library services and spatial planning, the service 

pledge of the library is:

”Your guide to the source of knowledge, stories 

and spiritual stimulation.

The library offers, just like an excellent guidebook, 
poignant facts, enticing stories, inspiring ideas 
and building blocks for new experiences. The 
services are always served in a form that is easy to 
perceive and straightforwardly clear. For your very 
own needs and listening to you.”

The library’s basic functions are:

•	 to pass on to future generations a tradition of 

literary culture

•	 to support the creation of new information and 

culture

•	 to offer the possibility for spiritual stimulation

•	 to support independent learning

•	 to organise information

•	 to support the search and application of infor-

mation meaningful to the user  

 

3.2.2 Changes in the library operations

In recent years a significant internal change has taken 

place in Finnish libraries, which reflects the technical 

and cultural changes taking place in the surrounding 

society, and which is particularly evident in the media 

world.

The physical form of the library material loses its 

meaning

Libraries are no longer facilities dedicated merely to the 

storage and distribution of books and other physical 

media. With the evolvement of modern technology 

they offer increasingly versatile access to the sources 

of personal cultivation and experiences. In addition to 

traditional physical media (books, newspapers, audio-
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visual material), the library material is increasingly more 

often “immaterial”, independent of place (the internet) 

or temporary (e.g. educational events, performances). 

The supply on offer is changing and lives on the pulse 

of time. What is essential is the contents rather than 

the form.

The clientele diversifies

Diverse family units and ways of life and lifestyles as 

well as multiculturality are increasing. The percentage 

in the population of active senior citizens is increasing. 

Families with children, young people and senior 

citizens each have very different motives and degree 

of readiness to visit the library. The digital culture 

and entertainment (e.g. TV, games, and social media 

communities) adopted by children and young people 

create a challenge for the traditional operational modes 

of the library. On the other hand, it emphasises the 

importance of the library as a conveyor of the tradition 

linked with reading and literary culture. 

 

The concept of the learning-, working- and leisure-

time environment expands

The behaviour, and study and working methods of 

clients change. Due to mobile technology and opportu-

nities offered by virtual interaction, people can choose 

where they study, work or enjoy entertainment. People 

increasingly come to the library to work with their own 

laptop and to use the wireless network.

The growing significance of collaboration and inter-

action

The need for collaboration and interaction between 

clients is growing. Beyond quiet areas, there is also an 

increasing need for different “half quiet” spaces for 

group work and meetings.

The library operations are increasingly based on 

networking and cooperation with external parties (e.g. 

the city’s other organisations, NGOs, adult education 

centres and interest groups).

The clients’ need for independent activities increases

The clients’ need to create things themselves, publish 

and participate is increasing. At the same time, the 

role of the clients expands from passive media users to 

active agents, participants and content producers.

The importance of supporting social equality grows

One of the central objectives set for library opera-

tions in Finland has also been the promotion of the 

development of virtual and interactive web services and 

their contents in regard to personal cultivation. This 

strives to promote equality by narrowing the digital 

gap between citizens and preventing information 

alienation.

Locality and physical encounter are still important

Locality, the physical environment and physical 

encounters are still important for people, irrespective 

of the ubiquitousness of digital culture and despite 

the characteristics that emphasise individuality. As a 

non-commercial open public space, the library increas-

ingly also has an importance as a common living room 

and work room.

The library services diversify

Clients need increasingly versatile services, use the 

library in a diverse way, and spend more time there. 

The services the library provides expand from the final 

product (e.g. a book) to spaces and tools for learning 

and doing, opportunities for self-expression and 

participation (e.g. internet services, studios, and spaces 
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Laptop Club at Meetingpoint@lasipalatsi, Helsinki City Library, Finland

Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Center, China
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The Central Library will be the largest public library in 

the metropolitan area in terms of both its facilities and 

services. It has been estimated that it will receive 5000 

visitors a day, that is, about 1,5 million per year. The 

library will have long opening hours, and the intention 

is that it will be open on week days at 8.00-22.00 and 

on weekends at 10.00-22.00. Returning borrowed 

books will be possible 24 hours a day. It is possible that 

also in the future other services will be available 24 

hours a day (e.g. picking up reservations and lending).

In addition to the central basic services (browsing the 

collections and lending), there will be a wide range of 

services available (rooms for events and for learning 

and working), an abundance of lounge spaces and 

auxiliary services that support the operations (e.g. café 

and restaurant).

The events in the library as well as the availability of 

the “service facilities” (= spaces for learning and doing) 

can be viewed on the library’s electronic display boards. 

Some of the service facilities (e.g. studios, workshops 

and group workrooms) must be reserved in advance 

via the internet or the library information desk. Some 

of the facilities (e.g. the work stations in the “personal 

office” area) can be used whenever they are free.

In the new library product development and research 

projects will be carried out, and the best suited 

technological solutions as well as new ways of 

broadening and visualizing the cultural contents of 

publications will be sought and developed for the 

“library of the future”. The most up-to-date ICT 

technology will be used in the building and will be 

regarded as a “centre of excellence” in all areas of 

library operations. In the design there is a readiness 

also for the future – for new forms of media which we 

cannot even grasp today.

for presentations, meetings and group work). The 

library supports its users both with finding content and 

in the use of media tools. The staff´s role changes, as 

they become increasingly active and visible. The library 

is an open place for encounters, learning and experi-

ences where information is acquired, exchanged and 

produced.

The new library offers contact surfaces between users 

and media content. This takes place through the expert 

staff, the organisation and attractive display of the 

library material, ICT equipment, spaces for learning 

and doing, presentations, exhibitions and events. The 

library is an “interface” to a diverse and multi-sensory 

material and immaterial media content.  

3.2.3 The operational plan  
   for the new Central Library

The Central Library is, due its operations, a 
meeting place for people and ideas, and thus 
a strong force in the reform of society. It is a 
common public space for a democratic society and 
a mainstay for an egalitarian society that ensures 
everyone the individual opportunity to develop 
and participate.

The Central Library is part of Helsinki City Library, 

the central library for public libraries, and thus serves 

generally the development of library operations in 

Finland. It is also a library that serves all Helsinki 

residents, where new forms of service as well as 

experimental operations are combined with traditional 

library operations. The Central Library supports 

multiculturalism, for instance, in collaborations with 

external partners, and the building will also become a 

kind of “World House”.



28The Heart of the Metropolis

Encounters and events

There will always be something of interest happening 

in the Central Library. With its versatile cultural 

offerings, the Central Library will claim its place 

among the cultural buildings in the area, enlivening 

its surroundings. Together with cooperation partners, 

different kinds of events and happenings will be held in 

the library performance spaces (cinema, multipurpose 

hall, stage, and ‘Children’s World’ performance space), 

such as reading circles, exhibitions, publication and 

presentation events, and events for young people and 

children. The performance spaces, for instance the 

stage in the main lobby, offer an easy-access perfor-

mance arena for budding artists. 

The exhibition and public spaces offer a technically 

versatile and high-quality setting for the presentation 

of many different kinds of happenings and projects 

as well as exhibitions. The open public spaces can act 

as “event and citizen piazzas”, as exhibition spaces 

equipped with different technologies by the clients and 

their cooperation partners, and as an arena for events. 

Also lightweight construction “pop up” information 

spots, periodically erected in the main lobby, will 

enable the presentation of topical themes and projects 

of the cooperation partners, city services and NGOs.

The activities and events will also expand outside the 

building. In the Makasiinipuisto park there will be, for 

example, concerts and street theatre held during the 

summertime.

Auxiliary services

Apart from spiritual fare, nourishment for the body and 

a place of recreation are also offered in the building. 

In the building there will be a restaurant maintained 

by an external operator and a separate cafe. The 

possible inclusion of a public sauna in the building is 

being studied. Additionally, there will be an in-house 

bookstore where people can buy literature, for example 

as print-on-demand, and other supplies.

Collections

The collections offer physical media: books, magazines, 

various audio-visual recordings (presently mainly DVDs) 

as well as electronic web material that can be read, for 

example, on digital screens. The physical collections 

placed in the library and their space requirements are 

described in the competition programme appendix.

The Central Library will become the metropolitan area’s 

most popular pick-up spot for returns and reservations. 

Also a lot of material from other libraries will arrive 

and leave from there. The circulation of material will 

be arranged as smoothly as possible and will be largely 

based on a client self-service system. 

Lending material takes place via self-service automats 

located in the collections area. Reserved material 

is concentrated in the area reserved for picking up 

material situated in the main lobby, from where it can 

be checked out on self-service automats.

Borrowed library material is returned either to self-

service automats situated in the main lobby, where it 

is also sorted, or outside library opening hours to a 

returns automat situated in the exterior wall or draught 

lobby. An open return concept, a “book bar”, has 

been developed for the Central Library; the returned 

material from the self-service automat in the main 

lobby remains visible for other clients and available 

to them, for example, circulating on a conveyer belt 

before it is eventually transferred to the material 

handling facilities. This way, clients are offered the 
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opportunity to borrow the returned material straight 

away, irrespective of its “owner library”. At the same 

time, unnecessary transportation is avoided and the 

circulation of the most coveted material is speeded up. 

Children and families

The Central Library complements the meagre cultural 

offerings for families with children in central Helsinki 

by being a library not just for adults but for the whole 

family. It offers activities and experiences for all ages, 

and most facilities are available to all age groups. There 

the family can be active, seek, learn and enjoy things 

together.

The library strives in particular to support the joy 

children get from studying and discovering, while 

at the same time taking into account the different 

developmental stages of children. Part of the library 

will be reserved as an area focused on children, the 

so-called “Children’s World”. With regard to other 

spaces, however, the starting point is that activities are 

not divided according to age groups, as with traditional 

adults’ and children’s sections, but instead suitable 

activities for children and adults are interlinked as far 

as possible. For example, in the collections areas there 

can be moveable furniture, “children’s carts”, which 

contain activities for young children. In this way adults 

can work while at the same time preserving visual 

connection with their children.  

Young people

Young people use the whole library. However, their 

particular needs – such as the need to form groups, 

the need to adapt the spaces with furniture, the need 

for even loud activities without disturbing others – are 

taken into consideration in the library. There will be 

plenty of semi-quiet spaces that enable young people 

to spend time together relaxing and for group work. 

They can work together or alone, for instance, in the 

café or in one of the “lounges”. One of the group 

work spaces will function as a “homework help space”, 

where young people can gather together to do school 

homework and where it will be possible to ask an adult 

for assistance. The library games room is particularly 

aimed at young people.

Learning and doing

The new library offers many types of opportunities for 

learning and doing. The library offers spaces for office 

work (work rooms and “personal offices”). Additio-

nally, there are studios, workshops, and teaching 

facilities for, among other things, the use of new 

communication technologies and tools for producing 

contents. The meeting and group work rooms enable 

the gathering together of many different kinds of 

citizen groups.

The users have the opportunity for self-publishing. The 

clients can produce their own works (such as music, 

images, texts, multi-media as well as plays and perfor-

mances), publish them in data networks or donate 

them as part of the library collections. In addition to 

offering spaces, tools and guidance, the library takes 

care of organising and distributing the publications 

to other clients. It offers versatile publishing channels 

for NGOs, associations, and other groups (e.g. local 

radio and TV stations and the internet) in order to 

disseminate information and culture. The library acts as 

a transmission studio where social media is produced. 

“Central Library Digitally” is the future vision of a 

platform where new innovations are processed from 

the digital content created by the users.
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Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Center, China

Hjorring Public Library, Denmark
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Finnish sauna

A non-commercial 
public space – 
a place for learning, 
events and 
experiences

Sendai Mediatheque, Japan

Aalto Tongji Design Factory, Shanghai, China

Amsterdam Public Library, Holland
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The library supports active citizenship by offering 

for the use of its clients spaces for group work and 

meetings. Video conferencing facilities offer both 

individuals and groups the possibility for distance 

contacts and participation. Different organisations, 

for example resident organisations, can meet in the 

facilities to develop their ideas. In one meeting place, 

for instance, the development of a residential area 

may be discussed, whereas in another meeting room a 

writing course takes place where people study the use 

of words in virtual networks.

The library responds to the need for peace and 

quiet expressed by the clients with the provision of 

completely quiet areas. In these areas people can focus 

on their thoughts, deeds, culture or knowledge, either 

alone or in groups.

 
3.2.4 The work and tasks of 
           the Central Library staff 
 
The Central Library operations are carried out in  

co-operation with the whole Helsinki city library 

network. The Central Library is a learning centre for 

the city library staff, from where new expertise will be 

disseminated elsewhere in the network through the 

rotation of tasks. Correspondingly, the special expertise 

of the staff of the entire library network is utilised in 

the Central Library.

There will be in total approximately 45 library staff. The 

major part of these, approximately 37 persons, will be 

involved with client services. Additionally, there will be 

approximately 40 employees in other fields: janitors, 

maintenance staff, logistics personnel, restaurant 

staff, and staff employed by the cooperation partners. 

The staff works in three 3 shifts, and also during the 

weekends. 

The reception personnel working at the reception 

and information point in the main lobby receive clients 

and direct them to the correct services or in finding the 

item they are after.

The public service personnel at the information desk 

situated in the main lobby are responsible for public 

services linked with lending operations and use of the 

building (lending, returns, library cards, payments, 

reservation of facilities, etc.) and oversee the lending 

and returns automats.

Active on-site staff work at service and information 

points in the collections areas and circulate there 

among the clients. The staff guide and assist clients 

with all sorts of problems and oversee, for instance, the 

display of collections and contents.

The contents experts work mainly at the service points 

in the collections areas (information services). They are 

information specialists with an in-depth knowledge 

of literature and different fields of science and infor-

mation flows.

The events coordinators / cultural producers support 

the work of the contents experts by creating interactive 

and participatory events and exhibitions. The events 

will be held both on the initiative of the library and 

with the cooperation partners and clients

The data experts work at moveable service points. 

They help all clients, from beginners to advanced users, 

in the utilisation of the technology. Help is needed both 

in learning the basics of computer technology and in 

the use of the clients’ own portable equipment, digital- 

isation of the personal documents and near

professional editing. The data experts are also in 

charge of the technical aspects of the various events.
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Library pedagogues, who work in connection with 

the moveable service points, receive visiting school 

and student groups and guide them in their search for 

culture and source material. They are available to all 

the children and young people that come to the library 

and are stationed where the children and young people 

congregate, do their school homework and search 

for information. Additionally, they guide and direct 

immigrants as well as citizens of different ages, for 

example senior citizens in the skills of using the library 

and data management.

The director and managers, in total four persons, 

operate in the library administration.

 

3.2.5 Cooperation partners 

Both periodic and permanent cooperation with external 

partners and event organisers are an essential part of 

the Central Library’s operations. Also library clients 

act as content producers and event organisers. The 

library offers a “platform”; spaces and tools and when 

necessary expertise for putting on performances, 

happenings and events organised by others.

National Audiovisual Archive (KAVA)

Permanent cooperation has been preliminarily outlined 

with the National Audiovisual Archive (KAVA). The 

primary task of KAVA (formerly the Finnish Film 

Archives) is to preserve Finnish film, TV and radio 

culture. The plans are that KAVA will move its cinema 

operations, which presently take place in the Orion 

cinema theatre in Helsinki, into the library’s film 

theatre. The library’s cinema would present three films 

each evening, from classics to art-house films, six days 

a week. Ticket sales would operate in the client service 

point in the lobby. Additionally, KAVA would when 

necessary utilise other library facilities such as, for 

example, the lobby, exhibition and teaching and group 

work rooms (for events, media education, workshops).

International Cultural Centre Caisa

Helsinki Cultural Centre has provisionally planned to 

transfer some of the operations (e.g. presentations) 

of the International Cultural Centre Caisa (www.

caisa.fi) to the Central Library. Caisa’s objective 

is to support the development of a diverse city 

by promoting the interaction of people that have 

come from different countries by supporting the 

independent cultural activities of ethnic minorities 

and by providing information about different cultures 

and Finnish society. Caisa arranges concerts, food 

festivals, exhibitions, seminars, courses, and clubs as 

well as its own Ourvision Song Contest. Caisa has 

several of its own producers who plan and realise its 

programmes, and Caisa also works in close cooperation 

with different organisations. The objective is that 

the Helsinki Cultural Centre would rent facilities 

from the library’s multipurpose hall and possibly also 

other facilities for the use of Caisa, alternatingly and 

according to need.

Aalto University

There have also been discussions with Aalto University 

about it renting spaces from the Central Library, 

temporarily and according to need. Aalto University is 

a new multi-disciplinary science and arts community 

in the fields of technological sciences, economics and 

industrial design. Aalto University could utilise the 

library facilities as a “meeting and interactive place” 

between the university and general public. The library 

could hold exhibitions (e.g. project and student work 

presentations) as well as workshops (co-creation) and 

assembly-type events. 
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COMPETITION AREA

© City Survey Division, Helsinki
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3.3 Town planning and cityscape 
design principles

3.3.1 The present planning situation of  
   the Töölönlahti area

Töölönlahti detailed town plan

The Töölönlahti detailed town plan no. 10920 was 

ratified by the Helsinki City Council on 27.2.2002. 

City block no. 2014 is marked in the plan as an area 

for commerce and office buildings (symbol: K). Total 

building rights for the city block are 14 000 m2 (gross 

floor area) of which 800 m2 are underground. The 

ground floor is reserved for shops, cafés, restaurants 

and other customer services. 

Car-parking spaces are placed in the general 

car-parking facilities and there is an underground 

service connection to the city block no. 2014. In the 

southern part of the block is an underground space 

(symbol: ma/1) where is due to be situated an under-

ground traffic tunnel (City Centre Tunnel).

Proposed draft of the detailed town plan of the 

southern part of Töölönlahti

The Helsinki City Planning Board approved on 

31.3.2011 the proposed draft of the detailed town 

plan for the southern part of Töölönlahti, which 

enables building underground multipurpose facilities 

in the park and piazza areas of the southern part of 

Töölönlahti. The entrance to the underground spaces 

is via a ramp-like pedestrian street and new park 

pavilions.

The floor area of the underground space is 35 000 

m2 (gross floor area) and the pavilion park is 1500 m2 

(gross floor area). The space forms a totality together 

with the Central Library plot no. 2014.

Urban fabric and surroundings 

The Töölönlahti area is among the most valuable areas in 

the Helsinki city centre, at the edges of which are several 

important public buildings, such as the Finnish Parliament 

building, Finlandia Hall, Kiasma Museum of Contemporary 

Art, Helsinki Music Centre and the Helsinki central railway 

station.

For a long time the area was a railway yard. Construction 

of the first stage involved the completion of the edge of 

the urban fabric of the Kluuvi area with new buildings 

(Kiasma, Sanoma House, Railway station hotel Holiday 

Inn and the Elielinaukio piazza bus terminal and Eliel 

car-parking garage). 

The Helsinki Music Centre was completed in May 2011. 

The building contains a 1700-seat concert hall, several 

smaller concert halls and facilities for the Sibelius 

Academy (in total 28 000 m2 [gross floor area]).

Construction of the Töölönlahti car-parking facilities is 

presently under way and will be completed in 2012. The 

parking facilities will also serve city block no. 2014. The 

car-loading station for train traffic will be dismantled in 

2012 and its operations will move northwards to Pasila. 

 

Implementation plans for the commercial and office 

blocks adjacent to the railway lines

The implementation plans for the southern-most 

city block adjacent to the railway lines, no. 2015, is 

currently being initiated. The city block, situated east 

of the library block, is owned by Etera Mutual Pension 

Insurance Company. The main user of the office floors 

of the building will be KPMG Oy. The design will be 

based on an invited architectural competition, the 

results of which were announced in November 2011. 

The building of offices for the company UPM Kymmene 

in the city block north of the library along the railway 



36The Heart of the Metropolis

tracks, no. 2016, is currently in preparation. The block 

is owned by UPM Kymmene. The design is based on an 

invited architectural competition. 

In city block no. 2017 north of this, offices for the 

company Alma Media as well as apartments are 

currently being built. The block is owned by Etera. The 

design is based on an invited architectural competition. 

The architects for the scheme are JKMM Architects. 

An architectural competition has been taking place for 

the design of the northern-most city block in the area 

adjacent to the railway lines, no. 2018, the results of 

which were resolved in November 2011. The city block 

no. 2018, owned by Etera, will contain offices and 

apartments.

The plans for the city blocks follow the planning 

principles (including the heights of the buildings) of 

the detailed town plan. The functional vibrancy of the 

street-level spaces has been taken into consideration 

in the blocks. The residential part of the blocks, as 

allowed by the detailed town plan, has been achieved 

in the two northern-most blocks by placing the apart-

ments in the buildings on the park side of the block. 

Cafés and restaurant premises, as required in the 

detailed town plan, which serve the general public, 

also face the park.

The existing surrounding buildings, those under 

construction or those in the process of being designed 

are described in the appendix.

 

Implementation plans for public street and park 

spaces

The park design and the principles for grouping 

the buildings in the Töölönlahti detailed town plan 

are based on the winning entry in an international 

landscape architecture competition titled “Secret 

Gardens”, by architects Artto-Palo-Kaijansinkko-

Rossi-Tikka. At present, the master planning and 

implementation planning of the Töölönlahti public 

areas (parks, streets, piazzas and water motifs) 

commissioned by the City Planning Department are 

in progress. The first stages of the Helsinki Music 

Centre park and the Makasiinipuisto park have been 

implemented with temporary arrangements. It is 

estimated that the public spaces of Töölönlahti will be 

carried out in stages between 2012 and 2017.

Traffic

Traffic in Töölönlahti is organised via Mannerheimintie 

road and Töölönlahdenkatu street. Between the city 

blocks nos. 2014 and 2015 is presently a ramp that 

leads to the Eliel car-parking garage and service spaces.

In the detailed town plan there is a reservation for the 

underground City Centre Tunnel. The ramp leading 

to it would be situated in place of the present ramp 

on Töölönlahdenkatu street but would extend further 

northwards.

According to the master plan, the area is part of the 

pedestrian centre, so walking is the main mode of 

circulation. Bicycling is another important mode of 

circulation in the area. The main bicycle routes are 

situated next to the railway lines and along Mannerhei-

mintie road. There is a bicycle route through the west 

part of the park that connects from the Helsinki Central 

Park to the city centre. An important transversal route, 

called Baana, situated in the railway cutting of the 

former harbour railway track will be completed in June 

2012.
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Presently the options for building a bridge over 

the railway yard north of the city blocks are being 

examined, as is a bicycle tunnel running under the 

railway lines in connection with the existing pedestrian 

tunnel.

Parking and service traffic

Two public car-parking garages serve the area: the Eliel 

garage (490 car-parking places) and the Töölönlahti 

garage (650 car-parking places). According to the 

detailed town plan, the service traffic of the area is 

organised in the basement spaces for each city block 

group. The civil defence shelters are situated in the 

Töölönlahti car-parking garage. 

3.3.2 The planning area

The Töölönlahti area is among the most valuable areas 

in the Helsinki city centre, at the edges of which are 

several important public buildings, such as the Finnish 

Parliament building, Finlandia Hall, the National 

Museum, Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, and 

the Helsinki Music Centre. The landscape of Töölönlahti 

is further demarcated by the Opera House, the Linnun-

laulu wooden villa area, the Tokoinranta waterfront 

and Helsinki City Theatre, the Siltasaari district and 

the Kaisaniemi park. Due to the location of the area, 

exceptionally extensive requirements regarding the 

cityscape, landscape and functions have been set on 

the planning of buildings, public urban spaces and park 

areas. The Helsinki City Council required, in connection 

with the approval of the detailed town plan, that archi-

tectural competitions would be arranged for the design 

of each building in the area.

The Central Library will be situated in Töölönlahti block 

no. 2014, opposite the Finnish Parliament building. 

The outline of the competition area is shown in the 

base map (see appendix). If well-substantiated, the 

competitors can diverge slightly from the borders in 

the detailed town plan, but so that the central design 

principles of the detailed town plan, the cityscape 

objectives and the character of the park area are 

preserved, and additionally the pedestrian and bicycle 

connections that pass by the building are fluent. The 

changes must be such that there is no need to change 

the detailed town plan for the city block. 

For a place that is demanding from a cityscape point 

of view, the competitors will have to design an archi-

tecturally and functionally high-quality public building, 

a Central Library that cohesively fits the city block. The 

Central Library will complement the urban fabric of the 

Töölönlahti area and demarcate and define the image 

and use of the central public urban space. The building 

must be designed to fit into the urban fabric so that 

it is in a correct relationship with the location and the 

surrounding existing buildings and those presently 

under construction. The Central Library will be a new 

symbolic building among the existing symbolically 

significant buildings.

The design of the Central Library must in regard to the 

urban fabric follow the central design principles of the 

detailed town plan. The competitors must present their 

own interpretation of an architectonically high-quality 

public building that fits the Töölönlahti setting, which 

takes into consideration the locality and visibility.
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 1.   Parliament house

 2.   National museum

 3.   Kiasma, Museum of  
        Contemporary Art

 4.   Helsinki Music centre

 5.   Finlandia Hall, Centre of    
        Congresses and Events

 6.   Kansalaistori piazza

 7.   Hakasalmi villa, museum

 8.   Finnish National Opera 

 9.   Sanomatalo, Office House 
        of Media Group

10.   Station Hotel Holiday Inn

22.   Eero Erkko street

23.   Baana, pedestrian  
        and bicycle route

24.   Parking garage of  
        Töölönlahti 
25.   Alvar Aallon katu 
   -street

11.   Elielinaukio piazza

12.   Railway station

13.   Railway warehouse (ruin)   
        and Makasiinipuisto park

14.   Helsinki City Theatre

15.   Villa Area of Linnunlaulu

16.   Tokoinranta park

17.   Siltasaari area

18.   Kaisaniemenpuisto park

19.   Töölönlahti bay

20.  Töölönlahdenkatu street

21.   Mannerheimintie street
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COMPETITION AREA

Aerial view, current situation

© City Survey Division, Helsinki
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Extract from the base map

©Kaupunkimittausosasto, City Survey Division, Helsinki
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Töölönlahti detailed town plan 2002, illustration from the north
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An extract from the conceptual illustration 

of the urban structure, 12.12.2011
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The interpretation is to be based on the detailed town 

plan regulations for city block no. 2014, taking into 

consideration that there will be an important public 

building in the place of the commercial and office 

buildings defined in the detailed town plan. The 

building rights specified in the detailed town plan are 

14 000 m2 (gross floor area) and they form the starting 

point of the planning of the city block.

The proposed draft of the detailed town plan for the 

underground multipurpose space in Töölönlahti, which 

has been approved by the City Planning Board, and 

which was planned after the detailed town plan stage, 

must also be taken into consideration in the planning 

of the city block.

The Töölönlahti detailed town plan and the proposed 

draft of the detailed town plan for the multipurpose 

space contain regulations, guidelines and boundary 

conditions for the planning of the city blocks, 

buildings, service traffic, parking, streets and public 

spaces as well as for solutions regarding building 

feasibility and communal infrastructure. The com-

petitors must familiarise themselves with the material 

in the competition programme and appendices as well 

as the planning principles of the Töölönlahti detailed 

town plan and the contents of the proposed draft of 

the detailed town plan for the underground multi-

purpose space, as well as with the plans for the city 

blocks and public spaces.

 

3.3.3 Placement of the city block in the  
           urban vistas and urban landscape 

The city block of the competition site has an excep-

tionally central and visible location opposite the Finnish 

Parliament building. Together with the Helsinki Music 

Centre, Kiasma and Sanoma House, the block demar-

cates the southern urban public space of Töölönlahti 

and the Kansalaistori piazza.

The Central Library will be visible from all directions. 

The entire west façade of the city block will be visible 

along Mannerheimintie road in the direction of the 

Finnish Parliament building and towards the Töölönlahti 

bay. Also the north façade will be visible over the water 

of Töölönlahti bay. These aspects must be taken into 

consideration in the urban appearance of the city block 

as well as in the treatment of the west façade, and 

in the massing and set backs of the heights. Corre-

spondingly, there are long vistas from the building over 

the parks and water motifs. In a manner typical for 

the city centre architecture, all façades are regarded 

as main façades and must be designed accordingly. 

The building does not have a “rear yard” or a “rear 

façade”. In regard to the architectonic appearance, it 

must be taken into consideration that the building can 

be seen and experienced from all directions, both at a 

distance and close by. 

3.3.4 The city block as part of the overall  
   composition of the Töölönlahti  
   detailed town plan 

According to the Töölönlahti detailed town plan, there 

are public urban spaces and park areas with canal and 

water motifs located between the public buildings 

along Mannerheimintie road and the commercial and 

office buildings adjacent to the railway lines. The basic 

principle behind the composition is the strict demar-

cation of the buildings from the park in the south and 

the interlinking of buildings and park in the north.

The Töölönlahti water will continue southwards as a 

canal motif in front of the Finlandia Hall and as a water 

motif in front of the Helsinki Music Centre.
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The park area comprises the events park in the 

northern part and different types of thematic parks as 

well as the urban public piazza and the park with the 

former railway warehouses in the southern part.

The area links the public urban spaces of the 

pedestrian-dominated city centre to the Central Park to 

the north. A series of five city blocks is formed in the 

Töölönlahti area north of the Sanoma House office and 

commercial building and the Holiday Inn hotel adjacent 

to the railway station. The two southern-most and 

three northern-most blocks form their own composi-

tions. The vibrancy and openness of the adjacent public 

spaces on the ground floor of the blocks is one of the 

central objectives of the detailed town plan.

Each of the northern-most city blocks interlinks with 

Alvar Aallon katu street and the public spaces in a 

recognisably similar way. The blocks form a series of 

gate motifs along Alvar Aallon katu street. The library 

block in the south part and the city blocks along the 

railway lines demarcate Töölönlahdenkatu street from 

Elielinaukio piazza northwards. Long vistas are formed 

in the area both from the south towards Töölönlahti 

bay and transversally between the city blocks in the 

direction from Mannerheimintie road towards Kaisa-

niemi park.

In the detailed town plan the heights of the buildings 

become lower northwards from Sanoma House, the 

Main Post Office building and Holiday Inn hotel. The 

maximum eaves and roof height in the Central Library 

block is +21.0–+25.0. The height of the buildings in 

block no. 2015 (adjacent to the railway lines and the 

library block) varies from +25.0 to +30.0. In the design 

of the city blocks, the maximum eaves and roof heights 

of the three northern-most city blocks adjacent to the 

railway lines is +25,4.

The west façade of the library building mass must be 

structured or staggered in such a way that suits the 

location. Due to the exceptionally important and visible 

location, as well as the height position of the building, 

ventilation machine rooms/structures must not be 

placed on the roof. Instead, they must be incorporated 

in the overall massing of the building and its archi-

tecture. In the detailed town plan there is a recommen-

dation to place an outdoor terrace on the roof of the 

building.

It is possible to exceed the site area of the building 

with overhangs on the side of the piazzas and park. 

The design of the wall line of the building inside the 

block area can be more freely chosen by the com-

petitors. The plot division, the openings dividing the 

masses and step backs in the massing that have been 

planned for the office blocks in the detailed town plan 

can be understood as suggestions and can be reinter-

preted on the basis of the new use.

In their designs the competitors must take the totality 

into consideration and fit the library building into the 

overall urban fabric.

 

3.3.5 Linkage between the city block and  
   its surroundings 

West of the library block, at a ground level of approx 

3.0, is the Makasiinipuisto park and Kansalaistori 

piazza which slope gently towards the canal-like 

feature in front of the Helsinki Music Centre. On the 

sunny west side of the row of city blocks will be placed 

a main pedestrian route, the “promenade”, on to 

which there will be access from the blocks.
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According to the regulations in the detailed town plan, 

cafes, restaurants or other similar client service facilities 

serving park visitors should be placed on the ground 

level. The west part of the city block meets the main 

park route via a café-restaurant terrace.

The operations of the Central library, the entrances and 

the opening up of the library activities to the exterior 

also define the public space in front of the block and 

the width of the pedestrian areas, and these may be 

taken into consideration in the future planning of the 

Makasiinipuisto park and other public spaces.

All the façades on the lowest floor of the building 

opening up towards the park, street and public 

piazzas must be treated as window façades in the 

manner typical for city centre architecture. Due to the 

connection between the building and public spaces, 

many different kinds of interesting views are created 

from the building into its surroundings, which must 

be taken into consideration in the design. The most 

natural main entrance for pedestrians would be from 

the park side at the south end of the building, because 

most people arrive at the building from the city centre 

and the park. People also arrive at the building from 

the north via the park. 

Entrance and drop-off zones are created on the south 

and north sides of the block area at the ground level of 

approx +3.0. The entrance piazzas must not be used as 

car-parking areas. The block is demarcated on the east 

side towards Töölönlahdenkatu street at a ground level 

ranging from approximately +2.7 (north part) to +3.0 

(south part). According to the detailed town plan, on 

the east edge of the block there is an approximately 

3-metre wide and sufficiently tall arcade which links to 

the adjacent pavement at the same ground level.

The traffic arrangements and car-parking or mainte-

nance traffic facilities of the block cannot be placed in 

the park areas.  The respective borders of the parks and 

street spaces and block areas should be treated as clear 

borders in a manner typical for city-centre architecture.

3.3.6 Linkage between the library block  
   and underground multipurpose space

A proposed draft of the detailed town plan has been 

made for the park and public piazza areas in the south 

part of Töölönlahti, between the Helsinki Music Centre 

and city block no. 2014. In the proposed draft of the 

detailed town plan an underground area has been 

reserved that serves cultural, educational, exhibition 

and meeting activities as well as café and restaurant 

facilities.

The entrance to the underground spaces is via a 

ramp-like pedestrian street as well as via park pavilions. 

Natural light is directed into the space from the façades 

opening towards the ramped street as well as from 

above via glazed roofs placed in the park area. 

The underground space can form a functional whole 

with block no. 2014. From the spaces there can be 

connections to adjacent city block areas. In the draft 

plans for the building the underground multipurpose 

space is divided on 4 floors (floor levels -1.5, -5.5, -9.5 

and -13.5). The spaces are grouped around winter 

gardens placed below skylights as well as around the 

central ramped pedestrian street (lowest height level 

-9.5).

According to the detailed town plan, three basement 

floors can be built in the Central Library building. 

Competitors must be prepared for the Central Library 

block to be linked to the floor levels of the under-
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ground multipurpose space, at least on one floor, and 

that the underground functions complement each 

other, forming a cohesive totality.

The underground multipurpose space and the modern 

park pavilions linked to it will also change in the future 

the design of the park spaces.

According to the proposed draft of the detailed town 

plan the floor area of the underground space is 35 000 

m2 (gross floor area) and the park pavilions 1500 m2 

(gross floor area).Together with the Central Library plot 

no. 2014, the total floor area of the spaces is 50 000 

m2 (gross floor area). 

3.3.7 Traffic in Töölönlahti 

There is a traffic connection from Mannerheimintie 

road to the competition block from Töölönlahdenkatu 

street. The street demarcates the block on the north 

and east sides. A connection to the possible City 

Centre Tunnel is to be located in the south part of 

Töölönlahdenkatu street. The public transport connec-

tions to the Töölönlahti area by train, metro, bus and 

tram are excellent.

The area is part of the pedestrian city centre. The 

detailed town plan emphasises the pedestrian and 

bicycle routes leading through the area, as well as 

car-free, barrier-free and pleasant pedestrian areas and 

conditions. The main pedestrian route through the park 

is on the west edge of the competition block. The main 

bicycle routes are situated on the east and south sides 

of the block as well as on the west side in front of the 

Music Centre.

3.3.8 Preparedness for the City Centre  
           Tunnel in the block

The City Centre Tunnel would pass under block no. 

2014. Between blocks nos. 2014 and 2015, beneath 

Töölönlahdenkatu street, at the level -3.1, is a traffic 

interchange from which traffic from the City Centre 

Tunnel would connect via a ramp to Töölönlahdenkatu 

street, the Eliel car-parking garage and the Sanoma 

House maintenance spaces. Correspondingly, the traffic 

driving into the tunnel would travel eastwards and 

westwards along the City Centre Tunnel. The access 

ramps would be adjacent to the competition block 

and with regard to height levels they are immediately 

beneath the street area and blocks.

According to the detailed town plan, basements cannot 

be built at the south ends of the blocks along the line 

of the City Centre Tunnel.

A building feasibility study (5.2.2009) on the 

construction of the blocks before the construction 

of the City Centre Tunnel was made in regard to 

Töölönlahti blocks nos. 2014 and 2015. According to 

the study, the tunnel could be built under the Central 

Library building after the library has been completed. 

The building will be carried out with a load-bearing 

ground floor, so that it will not extend below the level 

+2.3, except for the pillar foundations.

The air extraction and intake routes will be imple-

mented as tunnels cut in to the rock, so that there will 

be no other effects on the buildings situated above the 

tunnel, except for ventilation shafts and emergency exit 

routes up to ground level.

For the ventilation of the City Centre Tunnel and its 

interchanges there must be extraction and air-intake 
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shafts in block no. 2014, each with an area of 

approximately 20 m2. Additionally, there must be a 

reservation for a stairs connection from the City Centre 

Tunnel into block no. 2014. The stairs connection to 

ground level must be built as an access door in the 

building that is adapted to its surroundings. Excerpts 

from the preliminary plans for the City Centre Tunnel 

are included in the appendices.

3.3.9 Drop-off zones, service traffic and  
           car-parking  

All the equipment, structures, and arrangements linked 

with the buildings’ service and refuse collection should 

be placed centrally in the building. Property mainte-

nance or building service technology cannot be located 

in public areas, on the street level, parks or piazzas.

The traffic connection to the service spaces can be 

directed from the street level in the north and east 

parts. When the underground multipurpose space is 

built, the service connection can be directed via the 

Music Centre underground spaces and the multi-

purpose space. The free height of 4,5 m and width of 

6,0 m required by service traffic must be taken into 

consideration in the design.

According to the detailed town plan, traffic access 

to the maintenance service areas is to be placed 

underground via the underground spaces of block no. 

2015 adjacent to the railway lines. Studies show that 

the service of the Central Library block via block no. 

2015 would hinder the building prerequisites for the 

block in question and would be cumbersome due to 

the planned traffic ramp on Töölönlahdenkatu street 

leading to the City Centre Tunnel. 

The required car-parking is 1 car-parking space/500 

m2 (gross floor area) of office space and 1 car-parking 

space/200 m2 (gross floor area) of commercial and 

customer service spaces. The car-parking will be placed 

in a public underground garage, and the planning of 

these is not included in the present competition task. 

The aim is to accommodate the staff bicycles within 

the library block. Library client bicycle-parking spaces 

(minimum 160 places) do not need to be placed within 

the block.

No car-parking places must be placed in the piazzas, 

parks or street level of the city blocks. Car-parking 

places for handicapped as well as short-term parking 

have been planned along Töölönlahdenkatu street and 

Alvar Aallon katu street. A drop-off zone has been 

planned for the south edge of the block along Eero 

Erkon katu street.

 

3.3.10 Municipal technical infrastructure and  
           energy management
  
All technical management networks that the Central 

Library can be connected to already exist in the 

surroundings of the area.

On the east side of the competition block, beneath 

Töölönlahdenkatu street, is a sewer tunnel, the roof 

height position of which descends from south to north 

at a level -11 to -20. Where the tunnel is located there 

must be no quarrying that obstructs the tunnel. Passing 

over the existing tunnel can be done through normal 

geotechnical engineering practices.

As a rule, the drainage and storm waters will be 

absorbed into the ground.
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3.3.11 Building feasibility 

The ground surface is relatively flat, approximately 

+ 3.0. The upper-most ground layer contains coarse 

aggregate soil infill. Beneath the infill layer is a clay 

layer that thickens towards the west of the block. 

Eastwards the lower surface of the clay is very close to 

the bedrock. The bedrock in the competition block area 

is at a level -0 to -10 (the average piling length is 5 

m). The Post Office and Railway Station buildings have 

wood piling foundations, due to which the perched- 

and ground-water level must not be decreased during 

construction work, or in the final state. The perched- 

and ground-water surface in the area varies between 

the levels + 0,25 and + 1,0. Ground water flows must 

not be reduced. All structures must be made water-

pressure sealed at least to the level +2,0.

Contaminated soil

The Finnish state railway has been operating in the area 

– such as its machine workshops – already since the 

19th century. Also, there was a gasworks on the site of 

the present-day Post Office building. These operations 

have contaminated the soil. Soil contamination studies 

have been carried out in the area of block no. 2014 

and the investigated samples have mainly fallen below 

the specified norms. Soil contamination will be investi-

gated even more thoroughly in the future. 

3.4 Building design guidelines

3.4.1 General

The architecture of the Central Library is of the highest 

standard and timeless, expressing the functional 

concept in an intriguing way. It is a symbolically 

significant building that resonates with society as a 

whole. The building is  inviting and interesting, but also 

with the coarseness typical of a “third place”.

The library opens out to the exterior (e.g. café, 

restaurant, ‘reading terraces’ of the collections area). 

The library interacts both functionally and visually with 

the adjacent Makasiinipuisto park. During the summer-

time the functions will extend out into the park, while 

during the wintertime the building “breathes in”, 

capturing the wintry park views as part of the interior.

The library is spatially and technically designed to be 

extremely flexible. The spaces should be designed to be 

as open and universally applicable as possible, so that 

they are easily modified, and it is possible to design 

‘spaces within a space’ by means of the positioning of 

moveable furniture and partitions as well as lightweight 

structures. The spaces will also have access floors and 

a wireless local area network (WLAN) that enable the 

versatile spread of activities as well as allowing clients 

to work with their own laptops in almost all public 

spaces. The final choice of ICT technology will only 

be made closer to the time when the library is taken 

into use, that is, as late as possible, so that the latest 

available technology can be placed in the building.

When the building is largely open plan, it is important 

to achieve controlled and agreeable acoustic condi-

tions. The open public spaces should be organised 

acoustically into zones (spaces with no special acoustic 

requirements, half-quiet spaces and quiet spaces). 

The central starting points in the design are clarity, 

safety, barrier-freeness, sufficient spaciousness and 

easy orientation within the spaces so that they are 

well suited to all sectors of the population, including 
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children, old people and those with physical impair-

ments. Visually and hearing impaired persons are 

taken into consideration (e.g. sufficient contrasts, 

‘speaking’ lifts and induction loops). The spaces are to 

be furnished spaciously and fairly low (e.g. the height 

of collections shelves in the centre of the floor spaces is 

maximally 1500 mm).

People’s different learning styles are to be taken 

into consideration also in the design of the spaces, 

furniture and equipment. In the building there are 

semi-quiet and quiet areas and spaces for learning and 

doing when both working alone or with others, with 

a different character and furnished differently. In the 

interactive spaces and “Fab lab” in the collections area, 

as well as in the listening, viewing and games rooms, 

the users and cooperation partners have the option 

of adapting the space to correspond to their own 

needs, for instance by the use of  moveable furniture 

or by combining/dividing spaces. The group workroom 

can transform into a “playroom” that stimulates the 

creativity of the innovative working group. Also in the 

open spaces ” Architect Kjetil T. Thorsen (Director of 

Snøhetta Architects, Norway) a spaces within a space” 

solution created by lightweight structures or moveable 

furniture can offer a peaceful place for, for example, a 

“telecommuting cabin” and reading- or work cell.

Over-refining the spaces should be avoided in the 

design of the building. Some of the spaces can be 

adapted in a versatile way as workshop-type ‘raw 

space’ that leaves room for the mark of the user, for 

example through exchangeable surfaces.

There will be an abundance of different kinds of 

seating in the client spaces of the library. Placed in 

the open public spaces in different parts of the library 

will be approximately 500 seating places grouped in 

different ways and with a different character.

All the rooms that clients can reserve/use, and which 

can be closed off, are to be designed such that there is 

visual connection via a window or glass wall.

The laws, directives, regulations and standards 

concerning Finnish building are to be followed in the 

design of the building. 

3.4.2 Design guidelines for spaces and  
   spatial groups  

The room programme is included as an appendix to 

this competition programme, and according to it the 

room programme area is in total 10 000 m2. The areas 

in square-metres given in the room programme are 

guidelines, and can be further specified depending on 

the design solution. The italicised terms below refer to 

items in the room programme.

Main lobby and central public service spaces

The main lobby acts as the ‘visiting card’ for the 

building. It is important to put special emphasis on its 

attractiveness, uniqueness and architectural appear-

ance. In the main lobby is the main information board 

and the electronic display boards there provide at a 

glance information on the situation regarding the use 

and reservations for service spaces, as well as what is 

happening in the building at each moment during the 

day.

In connection with the main entrance are lockers (with 

coin-return locks) as well as pram/pushchair parking 

facilities. Part of the main lobby can also operate as a 

temporary cloakroom (for approximately 550 persons) 

in connection with different events.
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There is a good view towards the main entrance 

from the reception and information point. There is a 

separate lockable control room in connection with the 

information point.

At the client service point (library cards, payments, 

lending and returns) clients can take care of their needs 

quickly. In connection with the client service point there 

is a separate workspace for two persons, as well as a 

photocopying, scanning and print-out point for client 

use.

The self-service returns automat that sorts the material 

(4 return hatches and one sorting machine) and a 

“book bar” connected to it are easily accessible from 

the main entrance. The self-service returns automat is 

linked to a returns automat room (see: Library logistics 

and library material handling rooms). Situated on the 

outer wall of the building (roofed and safely lit) or in 

the draught lobby is additionally a returns hatch for 

24-hour returns. The pick-up area for reservations is 

close to the client service point (supervisable by staff) 

and people pass there through a security gate (see 

section 3.2.3)

The meeting and lounge area is an open, pleasant 

seating area interconnected with the functions of the 

main lobby. In the area there are lounge groups and 

seating for waiting, meetings, reading or working. The 

area is used also in connection with various events 

(with the possibility for offering refreshments and with 

a water point). Foyer areas for both the cinema and 

multipurpose hall can be separated off from the lobby 

areas. A VIP area for about 50 people (also with the 

possibility for offering refreshments) can be cordoned 

off in the cinema foyer.

The stage, a small multipurpose performance stage, 

is centrally situated in the main lobby. No separate 

audience seating will be planned for it, but rather the 

lobby and circulation spaces function as a place for the 

audience.

Additionally there is a space reservation for changing 

pop-up info spots set up with temporary exhibition 

structures in the main lobby (see: 3.2.3)

Events spaces

The fixed performance spaces in the library include, in 

addition to the stage in the main lobby, the cinema 

and multipurpose hall. Additionally, there is a 

lightweight construction performance space in the 

“Children’s World”. The performance spaces as well as 

the furniture storage must have a service connection (a 

loading option for the stage of the multipurpose hall). 

Access to the cinema and multipurpose hall is through 

the main lobby. Both are planned for independent use, 

so that they can be used when the rest of the building 

is closed (even in these instances, access is through the 

main lobby).

The cinema is designed as a high-quality screening 

facility for both digital films and 35 and 70 mm films. 

The cinema has a fixed ascending auditorium (ideally, 

slightly curved), with a seating capacity for approxi-

mately 300 persons. The viewing angle between the 

first and last rows of the auditorium must in the centre 

of the row be between 36°–90°. The free height at the 

front of the auditorium must be at least 7 metres. It is 

desirable that the exit routes are situated at the rear 

of the auditorium so that there are no exit sign lights 

disturbing the field of vision. The cinema is well sound-

proofed and windowless. Connected to the cinema is a 

machine room for projectors, with a separate entrance 

directly from the lobby/circulation spaces. 
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The multipurpose hall is a rectangular-shaped 

flat-floored interactive performance space for many 

different kinds of performances and events. The hall is 

sound-proofed and can be darkened. It has a collapsi-

ble auditorium for a total of 250 persons. The stage 

is built from adaptable plinths. The size of the stage 

area is 50–100 m2, and the free height above the stage 

plinth (approximately 60 cm high) is at least 5 metres. 

There must be an option to attach a stage gantry in the 

ceiling. The hall is supplied with universally applicable 

performance technology and acoustic properties. The 

movement and storage of musical instruments (e.g. 

piano or grand piano) in must be taken into account 

in the design of the hall. A furniture and stage prop 

storage is to be in immediate connection with the hall.

In the vicinity of the multipurpose hall is a common 

back stage area that serves all the performance spaces 

of the library, where the performers can change clothes 

and otherwise prepare themselves. The space includes 

showers, toilets and a small kitchen.

Living Lab is an even floored “test space” for all kinds 

of technical pilot projects, equipment manufacture 

presentations, etc. The space also includes places for 

computers and the opportunity for video conferencing. 

The space does not require natural light and it must be 

possible to darken the space. It would be desirable that 

the activities in the Living Lab were visible in the main 

lobby via, for example, a glass wall.

The library exhibition space, openly connected to 

the main lobby, displays topical themes and projects. In 

the library there is additionally a rentable exhibition 

space. Both exhibition spaces include gallery 

equipment and performance technology equipment 

(a data projector and loudspeakers). The spaces can 

also be used for showing, for example, video art, and 

which therefore must be darkenable. There is a service 

connection to the exhibition spaces and storage spaces 

that serve them.

External service spaces

The café is a pleasant and peaceful oasis. It is situated 

so that it is easy to access from the different areas 

of the library. There is a desire that the café can be 

opened to the exterior space (e.g. at ground level). 

The café has seating for approximately 100 patrons 

and must be operable when the rest of the building is 

closed. There must be a service connection to the café 

kitchen.

The restaurant is open for both lunchtimes and in 

the evenings, and with seating for approximately 

100 patrons. The restaurant must be personal and 

comfortable. A separate entrance must be arranged for 

the restaurant from outside the library for when the 

library is closed. The restaurant kitchen takes care of 

organising the catering for events held in the building. 

The restaurant kitchen requires a service connection.

The possible inclusion of a public sauna in the building 

should be studied. The public sauna would be linked 

with the restaurant in the same functional unit, so that 

it can be open also outside library opening hours. The 

public sauna comprises changing rooms, washrooms, 

the sauna, and cooling-off rooms, separately for males 

and females.

In connection with the main lobby, there is additionally 

a space reservation for commercial premises, which 

could be taken up by, for example, a bookstore.
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The collections area and spaces linked to it

The collections area is an open, flexible space where 

the collections (books, newspapers/magazines, and 

audio material) are placed. The collections and their 

spatial requirements are described in the compe-

tition programme appendix. The material is not kept 

“stored” on the shelves but instead placed attrac-

tively and spaciously on display. The material will be 

placed on shelves (the height of which in open areas 

is maximally 1,5 m) so that orienting and finding the 

collections is as easy as possible. In proximity to the 

shelves are presentation spaces, tables and projection 

surfaces for a multi-sensory presentation of the 

material and themes. Space is left between the shelves 

also for browsing and seating groups. The material will 

be organised according to subject matter based on the 

contents or changing topical themes. The layout of the 

collections area is organised through the placement of 

furniture and access floors so that it is easy to modify. 

All lending material is supplied with an electronic chip 

which enables the flexible organisation, transportation, 

lending, and returning of material. There is no longer a 

need for security gates in the lending areas.

Client service points (information, data services and 

lending facilities) are placed in the collections area 

such that on each floor there is one fixed service point 

as well as well as moveable service points (carts on 

wheels). At each service point there is space for two 

library staff and two clients. In connection with the 

fixed customer service point there is a separate 

work space (work points for two people) as well as a 

local storage point for equipment. The work point has 

a clear visual connection with the service point. The 

self-service lending automats (1-2 per floor, each about 

5m2) are placed along the circulation routes in the 

vicinity of the fixed service points. Additionally, there 

are computer terminals for electronic browsing of the 

collections, for which identifiable furniture have been 

designed (1-2 terminals per floor, each approx  

1,5 m2). Four interactive spaces are distributed among 

the collections area providing multi-sensory changing 

presentations of material by staff and cooperation 

partners. The interactive spaces can be darkened 

(with options for different kinds of lighting) and are 

equipped with multimedia technology.

The lounges are open (the layout defined by the 

placement of the furniture) semi-quiet comfortable 

“islands” for independent or group work, relaxing and 

socialising. The lounges differ in character from each 

other. They are spread over the collections area or the 

junctions between the collections area and other areas 

such as the main lobby.  One of the lounges will be 

placed in connection with the “personal office” area.

The quiet areas are completely quiet, peaceful and 

pleasant areas for work that require focus and concen-

tration, both individually and with others. The areas are 

not necessarily demarcated by walls and are placed in 

proximity with the collections area in the quiet zone. 

Quiet areas can include “spaces within a space”. The 

areas have a free-form flexible furniture layout and 

different seating/lounge places (sofas, bean-bag chairs, 

etc.)

Learning and doing

The Children’s World is an open and flexible stimu-

lation and activities space for children, and where also 

the children’s library collections are kept. The area has 

a fixed client-service point and a special “Children’s 

World” lightweight construction performance space 

with performance technology equipment. It is easy 

to put up stage scenery in the area as well as furnish 
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it temporally or permanently. It is easily accessible, 

yet sufficiently calm and peaceful. Children can freely 

make noise there – which must be taken into consid-

eration in the placement in relation to other spaces. 

“Children’s World” feeds the imagination and contains 

even unusual “spaces within a space” for reading, play, 

work and thinking. In the organisation and furnishing, 

children are given the opportunity also for creating 

and shaping their own space. The “Children’s World” 

activities include acting and storytelling, reading aloud 

and listening.

The following describes by way of example the types of 

spaces and activities that will be built in the future in 

the ‘Children’s World” section of the Central Library: 

•	 informal learning spaces, for literary art, 

enchanting book- and word games, and even a 

place where children could do school homework.

•	 “media world”; a complete virtual world, where 

it is possible for children to undertake their own 

experimental work in workshops, as well as oppor-

tunities for activities other than video games.

•	 “Quiet Space”, where the children leave their 

shoes along the route leading to the space where 

soft sofas and a sea of pillows await, and immerse 

themselves in its safe embrace.

•	 an adventure space which resembles a play park, 

with slides and climbing frames. The space is also 

used for presenting literature, and exciting routes 

are built there according to the scripts from books.

•	 a fairytale corner for the youngest children, where 

the child can feel completely safe in another 

world. Already the entrance to the fairytale corner 

leads the children into the fairytale world. Moving 

into a different kind of space puts the listener in 

a favourable frame of mind to hear the narration 

of fairytales. In the fairytale corner the child can 

indeed dive into the world of traditional fairytales 

or theatre with their ancient characters and myths.

The workrooms (for clients) are spaces that can be 

reserved for periods of time for work that requires 

concentration or for project work. In each space there 

are work points for two people. The workrooms are 

distributed within the library collections area, for 

example, in groups of 3-5 rooms. At least some of 

the workrooms must receive daylight. Situated near 

the workrooms is a coffee automat and a place where 

people can eat their own snacks and socialise, or these 

must be situated near a “lounge”.

The personal office area comprises workstations 

for the library clients and office equipment, and the 

possibility for instruction in how to use it. In the area 

there is a fixed client service point that includes a 

laptop lending point (lockable loading station, storage 

or cupboard), as well as a photocopying, printing and 

scanning point. The personal office area is situated 

in the semi-quiet zone. There are 120 work points, 

subdivided into smaller groups. The work points differ 

from each other, and are suited for individual and team 

work. Approximately 50 workstations have the option 

of a fixed work station and Internet connection and 

in about 70 work points the clients can use their own 

laptop or one borrowed from the library. One of the 

lounges is placed in connection with the personal office 

area, which becomes a common rest and interactive 

space for the users.

The music, recording and video studio, as well as the 

TV and radio studio are sound-proofed studios that 

can be situated in the basement. A digital-physical 

workshop, a ‘fab lab’, is a workshop for under-

taking many different kinds of handicraft skills (crafts, 
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woodwork and building small objects, etc.). There is 

metal- and woodwork machinery as well as craft and 

CNC machine tools. The space can be situated together 

with the studios or collection areas.

The listening, viewing and games room is a 

soundproofed space aimed primarily at young persons, 

and it can be situated in the basement (no need for 

natural light). There are, among other things, different 

kinds of movement-sensor games, dance-, exercise- 

and karaoke games and performance technology (data 

projector and loudspeakers). The room also contains 

smaller sound-proofed spaces, for instance for karaoke 

games.

Teaching, group work and meeting spaces are 

well equipped with the technology necessary for the 

arrangement of meetings. They are different from each 

other, each with a different character, and can be used 

for many different types of group activity. The spaces 

must be inspiring and encourage creativity, enabling 

also informal ideas workshops and learning opportu-

nities. The furniture of the spaces must be adaptable 

for different situations. The spaces can be close to each 

other or divided into smaller units. Part of the largest 

spaces should be combinable with each other. In 

proximity to the spaces should be a coffee automat.

One 60 m2 space operates as a project space (with 

a kitchenette). One of the larger spaces functions 

as a “communal kitchen”, where the clients can in 

connection with different events prepare catering 

or meals together. In the communal kitchen theme 

evenings and cookery courses, etc., can be arranged. 

It is desirable that the communal kitchen opens up 

to a lobby or similar space via a glass wall, so that 

it is possible to arrange a larger eating area when 

necessary.

Staff facilities

The staff office facilities comprise four individual 

workrooms and an open-plan office space where there 

are unassigned work stations for 15 personnel, a team 

area and “quiet rooms” for work requiring concen-

tration or for internal small-scale meetings. The open 

plan office area, with its work stations, is for the use 

of the entire library staff. Everybody (excluding those 

working in an individual workroom) has their own 

lockable wheeled cart for storing personal items (total 

41 pcs). A “parking area” is to be reserved for the carts 

in connection with the lobby to the office facilities.

The meeting rooms are to be placed in connection 

with the office facilities. Also people other than those 

working in the building will visit the meeting rooms, so 

access to them has to be immediately from the lobby 

area of the office facilities, without the necessity to 

walk through the work spaces.

The staff lounge and changing and washrooms 

serve the staff of the whole building (see section: 

3.2.4), except for the restaurant and café staff.

The comfortable staff lounge is placed so that it is 

easily accessible to all staff. The staff lounge has an 

equipped kitchen and an abundance of cupboards.

The changing and washrooms are situated so that it is 

easy to drop in there when arriving at work and when 

leaving. Also there should be easy access there from 

the staff bicycle parking places. The intention is that 

the staff arrive at the building via the changing and 

wash room and leave their outside clothes there. The 

members of staff have their own reserved lockable 

z-lockers (in total approx. 70 pcs). Additionally, the 
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3.4.3 Costs
Based on a project feasibility design, the estimated 

building costs for the project are 69,9 million € (0% 

VAT) [period 2/2010, Tender Price Index (THI) = 146,0]

The costs were calculated on the premise that there 

would be only one basement floor in the building. 

The project should be implementable such that the 

costs remain approximately within the calculated cost 

estimate.

3.4.4 Lifespan, service and maintenance 
The targeted lifespan of the building is 150 years. 

 

The property in terms of the technical solutions, surface 

materials and outdoor areas is to be designed so that 

it is easy to clean, service and maintain. The technical 

systems must be easy to service. 

3.5 Ecological sustainability

3.5.1 Energy performance

The objective is that the library will be a nearly zero-

energy building. The energy performance is measured 

according to the total annual primary energy use of 

the building, defined as the E-value, which indicates 

the annual delivered energy use of a building weighted 

with energy carrier factors and calculated in accor-

dance with the given rules and input data. The target 

E-value of the Central Library is a maximum of 

180 kWh/m2 (room programme area) (the building’s 

room programme area is in total 10,000 m2) which 

corre-sponds to 120 kWh/m2 (gross internal area). 

space includes showers and toilets. The changing and 

wash rooms are divided in two, for men and women 

separately.

Library logistics and library material handling 

facilities

The circulation in the library of the material that is 

loaned to clients occurs mainly through the service 

and loading area, material handling space, returns 

automat room, the reservations pick-up-area and 

the collections areas. The sorting self-service returns 

automat and the book bar are linked to the returns 

automat room, in connection with which there is a 

material handling space (for packing and unpacking 

material). From these, in turn, there is a good 

connection to the service and loading areas as well as 

the collections areas on the library floors. The library 

collections material is moved about the building in 

wheeled book carts with a width of approximately 

60 cm.

Property services and the civil defence shelter

The service and loading area of the building is to have 

a good connection to the library collections handling 

facilities, storage spaces, presentation spaces (cinema, 

multipurpose hall, lightweight construction perfor-

mance space in the “Children’s World”, and stage), the 

exhibition spaces, as well as the café and restaurant 

kitchens (see also section 3.3.9).

The civil defence shelter facilities will be purchased 

from the Töölönlahti car-parking garage and are not 

included in the competition task.
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In the calculations of energy performance, the 

calculation rules and input data in accordance with 

part D3 of the Finnish building regulations, “Energy 

performance of buildings”, and which will come into 

force in 2012 (later called SRMK D3) will be followed. 

The Central Library building belongs to Class 4, 

“Commercial Buildings”. In the calculation of the 

energy performance of the competition proposals the 

target room programme area of 10,000 m2 (room 

programme area) is used as a denominator.

The building will be connected to the Helsinki district 

heating, district cooling and electricity networks. With 

regard to these, the energy carrier factors in accor-

dance with SRMK D3 will be used when calculating 

the E-value. The building location does not enable 

boreholes on the plot nor on-site energy production 

solutions based on fuel. In the competition proposals 

it is possible however to present alternative solutions 

for energy production in order to achieve the required 

levels of energy performance. The feasibility of these 

will be assessed through implementation costs and 

technical feasibility studies. The technical equipment 

and mechanical rooms that remain visible must be 

integrated as part of the architecture of the building.

The evaluation of the competition entries in Stage 1 

is based on the schematic sections, building envelope 

area and technical engineering report. Based on 

this material, expert assessments of the technical 

systems will be carried out regarding the potential of 

the solution to achieve the set out objectives and its 

technical feasibility.

In Stage 2 of the competition the competitors selected 

must upgrade the previously presented material with 

calculations of energy performance in accordance with 

SRMK D3 to show compliance with the E-value target. 

With regard to the indoor environment, the calcu-

lations shall follow the “Indoor environment target 

levels” appendix and the requirements set out in the 

(Finnish) Classification of Indoor Environment 2008 

Class S2. The Helsinki test reference year (TRY) has 

been provided as hourly data.

3.5.2 Indoor environment

The minimum requirement for the indoor environment 

is a “good indoor climate” as defined in accordance 

with Category S2 of the Classification of Indoor 

Environment 2008. The requirements have been 

specified in the attachment “Indoor environment 

levels”. The document ‘Classification of Indoor 

Environment 2008’ is available for order if necessary in 

both Finnish and English at the website:

www.sisailmayhdistys.fi/portal/julkaisut/

The summer thermal comfort requirement at dimen-

sioning conditions is +25 °C room temperature in all 

public spaces and work spaces. Ventilation air flow 

rates and control should be done so that the carbon 

dioxide concentration of the indoor air does not exceed 

900 ppm, which includes 400 ppm outdoor concen-

tration. With regard to lighting, the lighting conditions 

must fulfil the target values of standard EN 12464-1. 

The target values for the dimensioning of the indoor 

environment are presented in the appendix “Indoor 

environment levels”.

In the competition the compliance with the indoor 

environment target values will be assessed for main 

room types. The main types are: 1. The open meeting 

and lounge area of the main lobby, 2. The library 

collections area, and 3. The teaching-, groupwork- and 

meeting rooms.
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In Stage 1 of the competition there will be an 

assessment of the potential of the competition entries 

to achieve set indoor environment levels based on 

expert assessments of the schematic sections and the 

technical engineering report submitted by the com-

petitors. 

 

In Stage 2 of the competition the competitors must 

further present verification of the fulfilment of the 

summer temperature conditions in the main room 

types of the library with dynamic temperature simula-

tions. In the room temperature simulations of the 

public spaces, the heat gains and number of persons 

shown in appendix 20 shall be used.

 

3.5.3 Material efficiency

In the choice of materials and structural solutions, the 

competitors must strive for material efficiency and a 

small environmental impact. The objective is to avoid 

structural solutions that have unfavourable environ-

mental impacts without, however, compromising on 

the quality of the cityscape and architecture.

In the competition the material efficiency calculation 

has been limited to the main structures above ground: 

building frame (pillars, beams, load-bearing internal 

walls and intermediate floors), external walls and roof 

structures. It includes the carbon footprint caused by 

the acquisition of raw materials, the production of 

building materials and renewals required by mainte-

nance (with a lifespan of 150 years). For the main 

structures of the library, the target value for the carbon 

footprint is 280 kg per CO2e/m2 (room programme 

area), which corresponds to approximately 350 kg 

CO2e/m2 (gross internal area) including all building 

materials and equipment.

In the competition material efficiency is assessed by 

means of the carbon footprint, that is, equivalent 

carbon dioxide (CO2e) emission. The calculation of 

the carbon footprint is based on the IPCC calculation 

model with a 100-year review period.

In Stage 2 of the competition the selected compet-

itors must demonstrate the material efficiency of 

their proposal on the provided ‘material efficiency 

result form’ attachment (calculations table for calcu-

lating material efficiency of the main structures). The 

assessment will be based on the calculation data 

provided by the competitors and by the expert review 

of the data.
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4 Assessment criteria for 
     the competition 
                      entries
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Samsung d’Light, Soeul, South Korea

4 Assessment criteria for 
     the competition 
                      entries
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4.1 Assessment criteria for 
competition Stage 1 

In the assessment of the entries emphasis is put 

particularly on the characteristics listed below and 

how the entries fulfil the objectives set out in the 

competition programme with regard to these charac-

teristics. The below listed characteristics are assessed 

as entities with the help of sub-specifications. The 

cityscape and usability of the building are considered 

the most important characteristics. Essential is the 

overall solution to the below described properties 

which optimally fulfils and fits together the objectives 

set out in the competition programme. The merits of 

the overall solution are considered more important 

than the faultlessness of details. The assessment also 

takes into consideration the development potential of 

the proposal, in other words, how it can be developed 

without the basic solution being substantially affected.

1. Cityscape  

•	 The proposal is compatible with the valuable 

location in terms of the cityscape and fits into 

the urban fabric.

•	 The proposal is compatible with urban 

planning and cityscape design principles.

•	 The proposal is compatible with the urban 

vistas as seen from different distances and 

directions.

•	 The building is in an appropriate proportion 

with the surrounding buildings, park and 

street spaces in terms of scale and massing. 

•	 The design takes into account the main 

features of the existing detailed town plan, 

that is, that a significant public building will 

be built on the site in place of the four office 

buildings marked in the detailed town plan.

•	 The building joins with its immediate 

environment and also links to the pedestrian 

and bicycle routes. 

•	 The ground-floor spaces open out into the 

adjacent public external spaces.

•	 The service and drop-off traffic arrangements 

function well. 

2. Architecture   

•	 The architectural design of the exterior and 

interior of the proposal is of a high quality and 

timeless.

•	 The proposal expresses the new functional 

concept of the library in an intriguing way.

•	 The main entrance is inviting and easy to find.

•	 The interior spaces open out to the exterior 

spaces.

•	 The technical and ecological solutions are 

innovatively integrated as part of the archi-

tecture.

•	 The spaces are clear and easily perceived.

•	 The spaces can be implemented in an acousti-

cally controlled and pleasant way. 

3. Usability  

•	 The plan supports the users’ needs to be, act, 

interact and move in the spaces.

•	 The building supports the Central Library 

operations described in section 3.2.

•	 The spaces are multipurpose and flexible, 

offering opportunities also for the continuous 

renewal of operations and technology.

•	 The spaces enable the creation of inspiring, 

memorable and multi-sensory environments.

•	 The spaces follow overall the outline of 

the competition programme and room 

programme. 

4 Assessment criteria 
    for the competition entries
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•	 The spaces are barrier free and well-suited for 

all user-groups.

•	 The library logistics and the building’s service 

arrangements function well. 

4. Ecological sustainability  

The verification and evaluation method of ecolog-

ical sustainability for stages 1 and 2 of the compe-

tition are described in section 3.5.

•	 The target value for energy performance is 

achieved.

•	 The objectives for the indoor environment 

conditions (thermal comfort, lighting, indoor 

air quality and acoustic target vales are 

described in section 3.5.2, and with regards to 

acoustics also in section 3.4.1) are attainable

•	 The target value for material efficiency is 

achieved. 

5. Feasibility

•	 The building is suited to Finnish climatic 

conditions.

•	 The building is realisable in accordance with 

Finnish building law, standards and directives.

•	 The investment costs are within the 

framework of the objectives set in the compe-

tition programme.

•	 The total size is within the objective laid out in 

the competition programme.

•	 The exterior and interior spaces as well as the 

technical systems of the building are  

repairable and serviceable.

•	 The lifespan costs are estimated to be  

reasonable.

•	 The proposal enables the implementation in 

the future of the City Centre Tunnel.
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4.3 Essential requirements for 
competition Stage 1

1. Cityscape           

The proposal is compatible with the cityscape-

valuable location and urban fabric as well as the 

urban planning and cityscape design principles.  

2. Architecture

The architecture of the exterior and interior spaces 

of the proposal is of a high quality and timeless, 

and also expresses the new functional concept of 

the library in an intriguing way. 

3. Usability                 

The proposal is compatible with the basic 

operational concept of the library.  

4. Feasibility

The proposal is assessed as being suited to Finnish 

climatic conditions and implementable approxi-

mately within the set costs framework (overall size 

and structural solutions).

In assessing the fulfilment of the essential requirements 

the potential for further development of the project is 

taken into consideration.

4.2 The assessment process for 
competition Stage 1

The assessment of the competition proposals begins 

with the cityscape, architecture, usability and feasibility. 

The proposals that do not comply with all essential 

requirements (see section 4.3) are placed in the lower 

class of entries and their evaluation is not continued.

The assessment of the remaining proposals is looked 

at more closely with regard to their overall solution, 

cityscape, architecture and usability. The proposals are 

further divided into middle and upper classes.

The best of the upper class proposals undergo a 

more specific assessment with regard to ecological 

sustainability and building feasibility. Among other 

things, the size and room programme information 

provided by the competitors will be compared to the 

figures given in the room programme. 

The decision regarding the proposals to be selected 

for Stage 2 is made based on the quality of the overall 

solution, cityscape aspects, architecture and usability. 

The selection takes place between those proposals 

that are assessed as having the development viability 

to achieve the set technical and economic targets with 

regard to ecological sustainability and feasibility.
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4.4 Competition Stage 2

The assessment criteria for Stage 2 of the competition 

are the same as for Stage 1. The assessment of the 

feasibility is specified by preparing, at least, cost 

comparisons of the proposals.

The jury has during Stage 2 the right to specify the 

above-mentioned assessment criteria. The jury can 

according to their judgement also take into use a 

system of weighted values and scoring. These will be 

announced to those selected to participate in Stage 2 

when the second phase of the competition begins.

4.5 Jury report

Written critical evaluations of all the competition 

entries will be included in the jury report.
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5 Instructions for preparing 
      competition documents
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5 Instructions for preparing 
      competition documents

Gagnam Station Area, Soeul, South Korea
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5.1 Required competition documents 
(Stage 1)

1. Site plan and surrounding environment,  

1: 2000 

The proposal is to be fitted into the conceptual 

illustration of the urban structure and surrounding 

environment (appendix 5). The buildings are to be 

shown with shadows.

2. Site plan, 1:500 

The drawing must show the building masses, 

drop-off and service traffic, parking arrangements, 

pedestrian and bicycle routes, as well as the 

principles of the organisation of the grounds. The 

buildings are to be shown with shadows.

3. Floor plans, 1:200 

All floor plans that differ from one another must 

be shown, and with height markings and section 

markings. The floor plans should be marked with 

the names of the spaces, areas and space reserva-

tions as used in the room programme, ductwork 

reservations, main public circulation routes, the 

most important fixed furniture and any other 

markings that make the plans clearer. The ground-

floor plan must also show how the interior spaces 

are connected to the exterior spaces. Additionally, 

on the floor plans a repeated spatial excerpt from 

the collections area is to be shown furnished, with 

possible alternative spatial layouts. The furniture is 

to be shown so that the readability of the drawing 

does not suffer. 

4. Necessary façades and sections, 1:200 

In the façade drawings the surface materials and 

colours must be clearly shown. Height markings 

must be shown in the sections.

5. At least 4 illustrations (the external perspec-

tives must show the library’s relationships 

to the neighbouring buildings and how it 

connects to the park area) as follows:

•	 An external perspective from the direction 

of Mannerheimintie road, or the Finnish 

Parliament building. 

•	 An external perspective from the park area 

north of Töölönlahdenkatu street.

•	 An interior perspective from an optional 

location inside the building.

•	 An aerial perspective fitted into the freeze 

picture of the virtual model of the Finlandia 

Park in appendix 13.

6. Explanatory text (to be written in at least 

English)

•	 The main principles behind the architectural 

and cityscape solution (maximum length: two 

A4-sized pages)

•	 The main structural solutions and HVAC 

technical solutions, their operational principles 

and factors affecting the energy performance 

of the building in accordance with the model 

provided in appendix 18.

7. Room programme, dimensions and floor areas

•	 A “room list” must be provided written in 

the order given in the competition room 

programme, in which the names and floor 

areas of the rooms are marked in accordance 

with the room programme. Additionally, the 

usable floor area and gross floor area must be 

marked in the room list.

•	 The surface area data for the building 

envelope (the solid parts of the external 

walls, windows and other glazing, the roof 

construction and ground floor construction).

5 Instructions for 
       preparing competition documents
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8. Technical conceptual sections

•	 A schematic cross-section of the building 

showing the operational concepts of the 

technical systems. The section should show 

ventilation, air conditioning, and lighting 

solutions, as well as the implementation 

of active and passive energy management 

systems. The line of the section is taken 

through the main spaces of the library. 

•	 A schematic longitudinal section of the 

building showing the space reservations for 

the technical spaces and HVAC.

9. If desired, the competitors can include other 

illustrative material with their entries.  

The following items are also to be submitted: 

•	 A series of A3-size copy-standard reductions (not 

bound) of all design documents as well as the 

explanatory text. A scale bar must be marked on 

the reductions.

•	 All the material of the proposal must also be 

provided on a CD, DVD or USB memory stick in 

pdf format, resolution 300 dpi: 

 − The competition posters reduced to A3 size  

    and stored as a pdf queue 

 − The explanatory text (pdf format)

All markings that could identify the authors must be 

removed from the files.

5.2 Required competition documents 
(Stage 2)

In Stage 2 the selected competitors must provide the 

competition documents required in Stage 1, further 

developed, plus additionally the following: 

10. Energy-economic report and calculations

•	 The initial data used for calculating the 

E-value (SRMK D3 appendix)

•	 Results of the calculations for the E-value 

(SRMK D3 appendix) 

11. Indoor environment simulations

Calculations verifying the thermal conditions and 

quality of the indoor environment of the main 

spatial types of the library, based on a dynamic 

simulation environment. 

12. Material efficiency calculations

•	 Short summary of the construction solutions 

for the main structures and materials used.

•	 “Construction material data sheets” for the 

main structures, which are filled in with data 

regarding the main structures as well as the 

surface areas of the building’s external walls, 

windows and other façade glazing, the roof 

and floor constructions. 

13. Architectural scale model, 1:200 

A white cardboard model has been made of the 

Töölönlahti area, into which the competitors’ scale 

models will be embedded. The borders of the 

model and the height position of the base of the 

model will be announced later.
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Additionally to be submitted:
•	 Two series of folded paper copies of the 1:200 

floor plans, façades and sections for cost 

assessment purposes.

•	 One series of A3-size copy-standard reductions 

(not bound) of all design documents as well as the 

explanatory text and documents 10-12. A scale bar 

must be marked on the reductions.

•	 All the material of the proposal must also be 

provided on a CD, DVD or USB memory stick in pdf 

format, resolution 300 dpi: 

− The competition posters reduced to A3 size and  

 stored as a pdf queue. 

− The explanatory text (pdf format) and documents  

 10-12. 

All recognisable identification markings must be 

removed from the files.

•	 For the presentation on the competition website, 

which will be arranged during the assessment 

stage, a CD, DVD or USB memory stick containing 

the following: 

− A brief 600-character (including spaces)   

 resentation text in English (txt format) 

− Documents 1-6 and 8-9 (jpg) 

   The jpg images must be 1600 pixels wide and    

   1200 pixels high (300 dpi). The pictures are to  

   be named as follows: entry pseudonym_1, entry  

   pseudonym_2, etc. 

The jury can when it deems necessary specify the 

above documents required for Stage 2 without, 

however, significantly increasing the workload of the 

competitors. 

5.3 Presentation technique

The systems of units used is the SI system.

The drawings must be of a publishable quality and 

able to withstand handling. They must be fastened to 

horizontally-oriented stiff boards measuring 70 x 100 

cm, and they must not be laminated. A maximum of 12 

boards is allowed in Stage 1 of the competition.

Documents 10-12 for Stage 2 will be submitted as a 

paper print-out booklet.

5.4 Anonymity of entrants

As the competition will be judged anonymously, each 

document shall be marked with a pseudonym.

In Stage 1 of the competition competitors must attach 

to their entry a sealed, non-transparent envelope 

containing the User ID that was received during 

registration. The envelope is marked with the entry’s 

pseudonym and the marking “User ID Envelope”. 

With this User ID, the organiser’s contact person, who 

is bound by confidentiality, can manage the possible 

required communication with the design team’s contact 

person as well as checking the eligibility requirements 

of the authors selected for Stage 2 in a way that 

preserves the anonymity of the competitors.

 

In both stages of the competition competitors must 

attach to their entry a sealed, non-transparent 

envelope containing the pseudonym for the proposal, 

the names of the authors and contact information for 

the team’s contact person. Additionally, it must be 
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mentioned who has the copyright to the proposal. The 

author information of the proposals selected for Stage 

2 will be published after the announcement of the 

competition results in the extent and form as given in 

the envelope. The name envelope must be marked with 

the entry’s pseudonym and the text “Name Envelope”. 

5.5 Submission of entries

Stage 1 of the competition ends on 16.4.2012. The 

closing date for Stage 2 of the competition will be 

announced later.

Competition entries must be delivered no later than 

16.4.2012 by 15.30 hrs (Finnish time zone, UTC+2) 

to the visitor address given below or submitted to 

the postal address given below with proof (clearly 

postmarked or registered as evidence of the dispatch 

date) that they were handed over to the post office or 

other courier service for transportation on or before 

the closing date. The entries sent by mail or courier 

service must be received at the latest by 30.4.2012. 

The packages must be marked with the text “Central 

Library Design Competition”. 

Postal address:
Central Library Competition

PL 2290

00099 Helsingin kaupunki, Finland

Visitor address: 
Itella/Pasilan postikeskus

Postintaival 9

portti 2

00230 Helsinki, Finland

Helsinki, November 10, 2011

Competition Jury
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Main lobby and central public service spaces             

Lobby functions           - draught lobby/ies
           - pram/pushchair parking facility, approx. 40 m2

           - lockers (50-100 pcs)
           - space reservation for a cloakroom (approx. 550 persons)   

Public toilets           Distributed throughout the building;  
           disabled WC (2 pcs per floor), babycare room 20 m2   

Public services           - Reception and information point + control room, total 40 m2 
           - Client service point + separate work space, total 40 m2

           - Client photocopying, print-out and scanning point, 20 m2

           - Self-service returns automat  
             (connected to returns automat room)
           - ”Book bar”, approx. 20 m2 
           - Reservations pick-up area, 50 m2   

Meeting and lounge area    
Stage           Performance technology (sound and lighting)   

Pop-up info spots (space reservation)    

Events spaces             

Cinema           Incl. machine room, 40 m2. Silent air-conditioning.    

Multi-purpose hall    

Furniture and stage prop storage     

Lobby areas           Open foyers that can be separated off from the lobby areas
           - cinema foyer, 150 m2 (incl. VIP area, 50 m2)
           - multi-purpose hall foyer, 125 m2   

Back stage           Serves all performance spaces, lockers,  
           separate kitchenette, 2 WCs + 2 showers   

Living lab           Good AV + IT equipment   

Library exhibition space    

Rentable exhibition space    

Exhibition spaces, local storage points           Approx. 20+20 m2   
     
Spaces for external service providers   

Café           Incl. Kitchen 30 m2 + staff social spaces,  
           approx. 15 m2, possibility for separate use   

Restaurant            Incl. Cloakroom (unsupervised) and WCs,  
           in total approx. 20 m2; kitchen approx. 90 m2;  
           catering manager workspace plus staff social spaces  
           approx. 25 m2, possibility for separate use   

Public sauna           Men’s and women’s separate changing and washrooms and 
           sauna + lounge/cooling off area, possibility for separate use   

Reservation for commercial premises (e.g. bookstore)    

The collections area and spaces linked to it   

Library collections area    

Fixed client-service point            Collections area, 1 per floor
           - client service point (2 staff + 2 clients)
           - separate work space, approx. 15 m2 (work points for 2 persons) 
           - local storage point, approx. 5 m2    
Interactive spaces           Distributed through the collections area, 4 pcs à 60 m2   

Lounges, ”oases”            Distributed through the collections area and other parts of 
           the building, 9-12 pcs, à approx. 50 m2   

Quiet areas           3-6 pcs, e.g. à 90 m2 and 30 places   

6 Room programme
* NOTE.
The room programme must be read in parallel with the competition programme sections 3.2 ”Operational objectives”, 3.4.1 
”Building design guidelines: General”, and 3.4.2 ”Design guidelines for spaces and spatial groups”. 
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Learning and doing  

”Childrens’ World”      Incl. fixed client service point á 30 m2 (see Collections area) and  
      lightweight construction ’Children’s World’ performance  
      space (performance technology)   

Workrooms (for clients)      á  8-10 m2, workpoints for 2 persons   

Personal office area (for clients)      - work points, total approx. 350 m2 
      - fixed client-service point  á 30 m2 (see: collections area) +  
        laptop lending point 
      - photocopying, print-out and scanning point, 20 m2   

Music, recording and video studio      AV equipment, computers   

TV and radio studio       TV studio lighting, sound-system   

Digital-physical workshop, ”fab lab”    

Listening, viewing and games room    

Teaching, group work and meeting spaces      10-14pcs à 16-60 m2, the larger spaces are combinable,  
      one 60 m2 project space, one communal kitchen   
  
Staff facilities   

Office facilities      - pigeon holes +  staff personal storage cart ”parking area”  
        approx. 35 m2

      - meeting rooms, 3 x 12-20 m2 + 1 pc á 45 m2. 
      - 4 workrooms á approx. 10 m2

      - open workpoints for 15 persons, inbetween them a ’team area’, 
        in total 120 m2

      - quiet space, 2 x approx. 7 m2   

Staff lounge      Easily accessible to all staff   

Changing and washrooms      Separately for mean and women, ratio approx. 1:1   

WCs      Approx. 1 WC á 3 m2 / per floor; additionally in connection with 
      the office facilties 3 WCs, 1 of which is an disabled WC   
     
Library logistics and library material  
handling facilities   

Library collections storage      Partly mobile shelving, can be situated in the basement   

Returns automat room      Connected to the selfservice return automat and ’book bar’ in the  
      main lobby, and further to the library material handling facilities   

Library material handling      Connected to the returns automat room as well as the service  
      and loading area   
     
Service spaces   

IT and other equipment areas      On different floors   

Building management monitoring and server room      Approx. 10 servers, control room, can  be placed in the basemen-

Cleaning facilities      Cleaning centre (can be situtaed in the basement, near a lift)  
      á 50 m2, as well as cleaning cupboards, approx. 10 pcs á 3 m2,  
      distributed through the building   

Refuse store      Connected to the service and loading area   

Building maintenance store      Also an external connection, can be located in the basement   

Service and loading area      Access for a delivery van, free height of at least 4,5 m.   

Distribution substation      Preferably on ground level, with door directly out   

Civil defence shelter      Situated in connection with the excavated underground parking area 

Technical spaces      Approx. 7 % gross floor area, of which the spatial requirement for  
      the AC machine room is approx. 1000 m2, not included in the  
      room programme area   

Space reservations required for      Shafts 2 pcs á 20 m2 (extract and fresh-air intake) and reservation  
the City Centre Tunnel      for a stair connection, not included in the room programme area 

Programme floor area in total (m2)   
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Picture sources:
p. 4, 30-31, 53  Mikko Leisti

p. 53 Pasi Autio

p. 6, 8-9, 14-15, 18, 26, 30-31 52-53, 56-57, 62-63, 

p. 68-69  Helsinki City Library archives 

p. 22, 34, 38, 40-41 City Survey Division, City of 

Helsinki

p. 42-44 City Planning Department, City of Helsinki 

Additional information of the picture sources:  
Amsterdam Public Library, www.oba.nl

Apple Store, www.apple.com

Fablab Amsterdam, www.fablab.waag.org/

Gangnam Station Area, www.visitseoul.net

Hjørring Public Library, www.bibliotekerne.hjoerring.dk

Library 10, Helsinki City Library, 

http://www.lib.hel.fi/kirjasto10/

Rotterdam Public Library, www.bibliotheek.rotterdam.nl

Samsung D’light, www.samsung.com/us/experience/dlight

Seattle Public Library, www.spl.org

Sendai Mediatheque, www.smt.city.sendai.jp/en/
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3.1 Kilpailun taustaa 

Sanomatalo in  
foreground. 
Eduskuntatalo,  
Kiasma,  
Finlandiatalo
and Kansallismuseo 
in background.


